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SA President's Report 

Just two short messages: 

1. The ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF THE S.A. will be 
held on Thursday 28 April at 6.30pm in 
the Haydon-Allen Tank. A report from 
Kate Andrews will be presented as well 
as the 1988 Budget of the ANUSA. 

The A.G.M. will be followed by a 
General Meeting. 

2. The Education Collective will be 
meeting on Wednesday 27 April at 1pm in 
the Copland Building (G20) to discuss 

- future directions of the Free 
Education campaign 

- the Counter Course Handbook 

- the Green Paper 

- the ANUSA Education Offensive. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Andrew Major 
ANUSA 


29 — 33 
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Letters to the Editors 


Letters to the Editors should be 
kept short, preferably under 250 
words. Contributors should also 
leave a contact ’phone number. We 
would appreciate letters to be 
already Mac-laser printed in 50mm 
column widths. Times lOpt. But if 
you're desperate, lunatic 
heiroglyphs on kitchen towel is 
fine. 


CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE 
NOTE: 

Contributions should be brought or 
mailed to the. Woroni office in the 
Students' Association. Less than 
1500 words is preferable, and 
Mac-laser printed in Times lOpt (57mm 
columns) is wonderful. We need your 
name and a contact number, even if you 
don’t want them published. 

Keep writing! 

-Eds. 

Back Issues of Woroni 
Vo 1.40 No's 112 and 3 are 
available in the Woroni 
office. Just ask a friendly 
Editor! 
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PAGANS, HERETICS, SATAN IS IS 
O N CAM PUS, YOO DOO WORSHIP 
PERS, C WI C TC C HE C S ETC... 

WE MEED 

YOUR ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT 
iSSUEl (You might want to write a 
blurb explaining your views on 
conventional forms of religion) 
DEADLINE TUESDAY 26 APRIL 
THE EDITORS 

WORONI 2 


A few questions ... 

1. Where have all the Woronis gone? 

Woroni seems to be disappearing at the rate of 
ozone lately, and while we'd like to think it's 
being snapped up by enthusiastic readers, we can't 
help being just a liny bit suspicious. We would 
appreciate it if anyone could let us know whether 
Woronis are being lifted, or whether law students 
are trading in their copies of 'Australian Student 
News'. 


2. What is Woroni? 

A visually dynamic, mentally stimulating vehicle 
for the expression of diverse student creativity? 

A moderately readable student rag that 
miraculously appears in the Ref every couple of 
weeks? 

A buoy for editors' egos? 

A waste of paper? 

Here we must distinguish between potential and 
reality. We editors are, of course, diverse and 
dynamic individuals, but we're too tired to 
write/draw/create a whole newspaper with such 
regularity as the Pub. Regs require (see page 5 for 
a translation of pseudo-political bureaucratic 
jargon). Which means we rely on YOU to make 

Woroni interesting!! 

Stop being so goddamn (sorry) boring! Get 
angry, get controversial, get psychedelic, get 
hilarious, get aroused! AND GET IN HERE!! 

3. When are you giving us your next wonderful 
contributions? 

Deadline for the next issue, which is to be about 
religion, is Tuesday 26 April. Don't be too timid 
to bare your beliefs, and Clubs and Societies, 
we're particularly relying on you to help us 
present a broad range of ideas. The deadline for 
the issue after that (theme yet to be decided - any 
ideas?) is May 11. 


The theme this time is 'Technology and our 
Fragile Earth'. We've linked the two because it's 
easy to identify 'conservation' with the setting 
aside of a few areas of wilderness - the noble 
sacrifice of Homo sapiens to the future of the 
natural environment - while forgetting that the 
technology we use determines the way human 
beings, as part of an ecosystem, use the energy 
and materials on which we depend - energy and 
materials produced by other living organisms. 
Sorry about the rave, but we really have to get 
ourselves informed to fully understand the 
implications of our technology (not only our 
equipment, but also our techniques of food 
production and so on) on the long-term 
sustainability of the system. We also need to 
compare western systems with non-industrial 
systems (90% of human existence has been 
hunter/gathering) because in a short human 
lifetime it’s not easy to comprehend processes 
that occur over hundreds of years. 


APOLOGY 

WORONI would like to 
apologise to local artist LISA 
WALLER for failing to gain 
permission for or to 
acknowledge the use of her 
work. 

The image of a cup used with 
the information about caffeine 
on page 23 of Vol.40 No. 3 
(the Drugs issue) was taken 


from Ms Waller's artwork 
celebrating tea. This 
appeared in the WOMEN'S 
ART CALENDAR, a 
beautifully screen-printed 
publication with work by 
local women. 

Copies of the calendar are 
still available from the 
Canberra Contemporary Art 
Space or from Tilly Devine's 
Cafe, Lyneham. 
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The insulted speak out 

Dear Eds, 


If not for the fact that Stephen 
Kirchner's Diatribe "There's No 
Such Thing as a Free Education" 
(Woroni 7.4.88) reads as a gross 
personal insult to me, and, I'm 
sure, many others in the university, 
I would scarce bother to credit it 
with a reply. I have not seen such 
a motley collection of 
unsubstantiated assertions, illogical 
connections, and internal 
contradictions in an ideological 
spiel (one hesitates to call it an 
'article') since, well, since the 
Green Paper itself. 

I am one of your non-existent 
poor students. My gross income 
for die 1987 academic year was 
under $3300, less (much less) than 
half of which was in the form of 
Austudy payments. Still less came 
from my (sole) parent; the 
remainder being my own part-time 
earnings during the year. I must 
say that I feel particularly guilty, 
having paid my HEAC, $60 p.w. 
in private rent, plus all die other 
expenses, for the extravagance of 
my little 'holiday' here at ANU. 

But of course in Kirchner's 
utopia I wouldn't have had to have 
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near the actual costs of providing Sentiments 1792 


So much for my own Rowan White 

indignation. Service in the Union? 

Kirchner also sucessfully insults 

anyone else who doesn’t fit into his 

mould of die ideal Uni student: ar ~ s ’ 

youns, of wealthy (or at least privaB | y . run 

middle-class) background male (by ^ ta the unlo „ buildi „ g 

trnpl, catron) and market onemed ^ ^ w 

What he is effecovely saying rs (s||bsidisKl) ref foo(J outte? 

, a ,? wa -r (IT For example, cans of soft drink an, 

the bill. Whilst delivering some .V 


participation and conscientious self 
sacrifice that the Classics Society 
has steadfastly maintained. 

This deliberate omission on the 
part of this year's organizers 
amounts to gross discrimination 
which we object to most 
vehemendy. The reasons for this 
discrimination are obvious and 
twofold: firsdy, our intellectual 
and educational superiority are 
obviously a source of fear for their 


LUC Ulil. Tr till j l yon » vi mi, nwiiiv , , , A . . i 

. r mice are 10c cheaper in the new 

TjrZZSZZZ n .ST supermarket dian in *. refeclory. 


For example, cans of soft drink and tiny minds. Secondly, our physical 
juice are 10c cheaper in the new prowess, constantly honed by the 


of fees (including die old furphy 
about the 'minimal' impact of the 
abolition of fees, conveniently 
ignoring all the other factors 
relevant to the period and an 


the food in the bakery is edible to mean that our 
the point of being delectable, a far result in so ull 
cry from the vomit-inducing no shred of th< 

rubbish predominantly offered down would be left! 
the stairs, and what's more, the 


rigours of a truly Spartan lifestyle 
mean that our participation would 
result in so ultimate a victory that 
no shred of their self confidence 


amazing piece of doublethink about ^ ^ smjle occasionally 
the effects of the current HEAC , . . - , 


which is, he says, not a barrier to 


(we've been here for four years and 
haven't once seen a refectory 


entry, although by his own jubilant Qr Qr chip sboveller 

admission part-time enrolments barc ^ )ies yet? pe rhaps a 
have been redistributed down). lurtllW 


“ K Kirchner needlessly disparages 

been such an imposition on the . . 

downtrodden taxpayer - 1 could have P art 'f jmers * P u ^ servan s ’ B .. 

cashed in my quota of "intellectual P ei ^ s t° ners 0 ® rs w om e pay in our general services 
endowment" at the Co-op ' ,, 8 1 . Perhaps the fee should be c 

Bookshop. Let's see, how much m estations ow gauc e. and private enterprise be al 

would I need for a 'decent' degree? adire a S e stu ent * (many o trade in the whole refector 

. . whom are women, denied access to . , 

A Little hypothetical arithmetic here ... . ... they offer a decent service. 

. „„ in fi,n a higher education in their younger 


bare their pearlies yet, perhaps a 
courtesy course would help?) 

We don't ask much, all we want 
is a fair deal, considering what we 
pay in our general services fee. 
Perhaps the fee should be decreased 
and private enterprise be allowed to 
trade in the whole refectory, at least 


Love, 

Chris Bishop, ex. pres 
Caren Florance, Secretry 
for the ANU Classics Society 
Nobis Nulli Amici, Hostes 
Cuncti Mortui 

Calling for a students' 
Union 

Dear Editors, 


- say 1/2 full cost fees at a 
conservative $4000 per annum 
(ignoring inflation - oh, and 
interest - don't you worry about 
that); plus a little money for food 
(a peculiar habit of mine, I like to 
eat a few meals per week) and 
accommodation and transport etc. 
etc. - call it $3000 (and cheap at 
that price) x 4 years = $28000 

"Hey mum, will you sign this?" 

"What is it?" 

• "Oh, it’s just a form from the 
Co-op Bookshop at Uni. They 
want a guarantor for a little loan 
I'm taking out to pay for my 
privatised education." 

"How much?" 

"$28,000" 

"Why, certainly son. I recognise 
the enormous potential of your 
intellectual endowment; and I know 
what a great money-spinner a 
marketable degree can be, where do 
I sign? Oh! While we're at it, why 
don't we take out a loan for your 
sister, she’s a bright lass?" 

Isn't this the way it works? 

Crap. 

1 came close, perilously close, to 
abandoning my studies this year, 
having completed (quite 
satisfactorily) only two years of my 
degree. 1 was one of the lucky 
ones, I managed to continue. As it 
happens, my family is one of those 
which ''[has] enough trouble 
meeting their own cost of living". 
And this year (thank God) we don't 
have a privatised Kirchner regime; 
we do have Austudy (with all its 
faults and limitations) and we only 
have to pay a "mere" $263 HEAC. 
Any suggestion of a $30 OOOish 
loan at the front end of my degree 
would have been the straw that 
squashed the camel flat. I suppose 
it would have meant that I didn't 
"value higher education anywhere 


days - for a variety of reasons) are 
said to be "infiltrating" Unis, as if 
they are some kind of alien 
life-form. We are told that "it is a 
telling statistic diat over 25.8% of 
students in higher education today 
are over 30”. 

So what? All that tells me is 
that the system was pretty stuffed 
back when these people were 
finishing secondary school in the 
50's and 60’s - fees time. Is it true 
now that if a person hasn't been pul 
through the system in order to 
make a fast buck for the country 
while they’re still good for it, they 
should be thrown on the national 
academic scrap-heap along with 
western suburbs qualifiers and their 
"vote buying, second rate (whose 
fault is that?) institutions". 

If Kirchner, and those of his ilk, 
wish to have their privatised 
education philosophies taken 
seriously, they will have to do 
much better than to insult all those 
groups which are even now on the 
margins of the system. No amount 
of harping on in co-opted language 
about "net community welfare" and 
"the government's social justice 
priorities" will offset a lack of 
genuine concern for disadvantaged 
or even average groups. They 
would do well to read a little wider 
in the works of their God-king 
political economist and take some 
note: 

"To feel much for others and little 
for ourselves .... to restrain our 
selfish, and to indulge our 
benevolent affectations, constitute 
the perfection of human nature; 
and can alone produce among 
mankind [sic] that harmony of 
sentiments and passions in which 
consists their whole grace and 
propriety." 

Adam Smith Theory of Moral 


trade in the whole refectory, at least To be ^ S elf-indulgent and 
they offer a decent service. reactionary as Peter Phelps was in 

his letter ”SA Sux or Bored with 
Lots of love the Board" would be difficult. 

Kate and Jacinta However, I am actually concerned 

about the Union and the people 

PS. Sullivans Retch is a horirble involved in it and I take objection 
fascist rag and we won't read it any l0 be j n g misrepresented myself. 





note- Although I believe the writing is 

on the wall when it comes to prices 
PPS. We object to paying extra j n th e Union, some people don’t 
(on top of the general services fee) buy their lunch and it wold be sad 
to use the gym. if they made a misinformed 

judgement when they vote in the 
PPPS. Have a nice day! Board elections. So I am here to 

« « : » * defend myse,f - 
® 5 !» 8 g VJsffifclv. Firstly, I simply cannot be held 

responsible for the last 20 years of 
} Union management; it is a 

^ M repet ^ ive catch cry ^ liberals 

* x 7 ' A ' and is becoming boring. If, when 

ClV^' & tlie BMT/Liberals gained control of 

the Union and no money had been 
V- set aside, did it ever occur to them: 

a) that the GSF money had been 
used to provide student discounts, 
meetings rooms, quiet places to sit 
and oilier "non profit" services as 
well as better pay and conditions 
for Union employees; and 

b) even if it was a result of 
neglect, the BMT/Liberals knew of 
these circumstances when they 
borrowed the $1 million from the 
University. They knew they would 
have to repay not only the loan but 
$80,000 a year in interest. It is 

.... totally irresponsible for them to 

A Classic injustice turn around n0 w and say price 

increases to pay for a loan they 

Dear Editors, took out is the fault of the Left. I 

believe (yes eds, this is my 

We wish to draw attention to a personal opinion), adequate gradual 
grave injustice. In al! past years, refurbishments with an emphasis 
as part of the running of the annual on student services, relevant 
Inward Bound Competition, the commercial activity (run by the 
ANU Classics Society has been Union, not contracted out), • 
invited to participate, and they have refectory upgrading, equipment 
done so with consistent results. improvements and staff conditions 
This year, however, the could have been achieved with 

organizers have seen fit to totally much less risk financially and 
ignore the long record of 



A Classic injustice 

Dear Editors, 

We wish to draw attention to a 
grave injustice. In al! past years, 
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without the need to turn the 
building into a glorified bus 
terminal and deceitfully rip students 
off. Non-student functions were 
supposed to pay for the 
refurbishments, not students' 
meals. Now we not only have 
trouble getting use of our own 
building for our own functions, but 
we are paying, in a lot of cases, 
more for our food that we would in 
Civic (Or a Benalla fish and chip 
shop). 

The lack of real concern Peter has 
for the student body at large is 
reflected not only in his 'SA Sux' } 
attitude, but in his recent attempt 
to charge student groups for selling | 
any items in the Union foyer. To 
this end he wanted to charge groups • 
$10 a day to retail, for example, ; 
tickets for student functions, books i 
and cakes. Admittedly he changed 
his mind (from Left and other 
pressure), but he was serious 
enough about the idea to pass it on ; 
at an Executive Committee 
Meeting. [ 

In answer to some of the other j 
accusations, the article clearly 
states that the price survey was ; 

carried out in January. I simply do j 
not have time to do weekly or 
fortnightly price checks, the one I 
did took about 1-1/2 hours and I 
checked every outlet except the 
Union Shop. If the catering 
manager can't decide what is a 
reasonable price for students within j 
the desired profit margin, and 
makes random changes, who is to 
know? If I'd done the price check 
in the morning, tea and coffee 
would have been 80 cents a cup, by 
the afternoon it was 60 cents. 

Of course I did not include the 
items which remained at the same 
price. By obvious implication 
other prices remained the same. 

On the point regarding discounts, 
the information available in the last 
two years has been so obscure as to 
not even credit there ever being a 
discount system. I simply do not 
believe that the prices as understood 
by the staff and customers had this 
major discount difference and if it 
did, why wasn't it made clear by 
signs - it would have saved a lot of 
confusion. 

It is just another example of the 
Board operating under a veil of 
secrecy - like going into camera to 
discuss changes to the constitution. 

I congratulate Peter on the deal 
made concerning hamburgers and 
Coke - if you like hamburgers that 
is. 

The point about representing 
political organizations seems so 
narrow it's incredible, especially 
from someone with extremely 
strong political views himself. 

However my differences with the 
BMT/Liberals on the Board have a 
far more fundamental basis than a 
discussion of prices involves. I 
believe the Union should operate in 
an environment where the first 
priority is to students, the prices 
they pay and the services they 
receive, where staff have a major 
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input into decisions, where trade 
unions are consulted, where health 
and safety and the environmental 
impact of Union services are 
considered in decision-making. 

Also, the Union should be such 
that the constitution makes the 
Board ultimately accountable to 
members, where staff can become 
members of the Union, where the 
Union has a good working 
relationship with the Students' 
Association, where financial 
statements are clear and 
unambiguous, where profits are not 
given an over-ruling importance, 
where there is a Women's Room, 
where as many as possible of the 
Union's services are run by the 
Union and where student groups are 
given access to the revenue-raising 
capacity a building like the Union 
could provide. 

Kate Lawrence 

Fees are a kick in the 
teeth 


Dear Eds, 

I really don't like the tone of 
Stephen Kirchner's article on fees 
in the last Woroni. 1 don’t like the 
way he trivializes the value of 
educational institutions in Sydney's 
Western suburbs. It is in the 
western suburbs where education is 
needed the most. The educational 
disadvantage of people living in 
Sydney's west means that we, as a 
caring community, should be 
encouraging more ecuation there, 
not discouraging the little 
educational opportunities that 
people have there. 

Another thing that makes me 
really angry is the way Stephen 

implies that students on pensions, 
students who work, part-time 
students and mature-age students, 
are all joy riders on our education 
system and don't have a right to 
tertiary education anyway. This 
idea is really bad news, it makes 
me really pissed off. I think that 
these very people - pensioners, 
working students, mature-age and 
part-time students have contributed 
quite a lot to our community 
through working, raising children, 
paying taxes etc. Therefore I think 
that due to their contributions they 
have a lot more right to benefit 
from and participate in our 
community's educational 
institutions, than some yuppie 
upstart straight out of school, who 
has never given anything back to 
our community. 

Stephen goes on to say that 
mature-age/part-time students don’t 
really value their education. 

Nothing could be so out of tune. 
Most part-time students and 
especially mature-age students have 
a lot better idea about why they're 
at uni than kids straight out of 
school, many of whom don't know 
what life's about and really don't 
know why they’re at uni. Indeed I 
would assert that part-time and 
mature-age students value their 
education a lot more than other 
students in general. 

I think it's terrific that we have so 
many part-time and mature-age 
students on campus. It takes a lot 
of courage and determination for 
many of these students to come to 
uni and 1 reckon they deserve a pat 
on the back. 

1 J WORONI 4 


Stephen points out how with the 
introduction of the TIEAC' fee 
many part-time students etc. 
dropped out I would think that this 
reflects just how much of a battle it 
is for such students to come to 
Uni, and is evidence of the last 
straw breaking the camel's back. It 
does not mean that such students do 
not value education, rather it shows 
how much a kick in the teeth fees 
are for students. 

Yours sincerely, 

Andrew Fisher, Esq. 

Steve's onkj Support ? N 

Dear Eds., 

I was surprised to read Michael 
Flood's response to my article on 
fees, not for what it contained, but 
for what it did not contain. 
Principally, nowhere did he take 
me up on my claim that there is 
no such thing as a 'poor' student. 
Yet the basis of the greater part of 
his article are assertions to the 
effect that some students would not 
be able to afford to go to 
university under a fees regime. 

Michael has thus missed 
entirely the real point of 
contention between us. Until 
Michael or someone else is 
prepared to explain why people in 
the academic top 20% of their final 
year in high school and who are 
about to earn incomes well above 
the average for the rest of the 
community, cannot go to a bank 
and borrow the money required for 
their degree, then I will continue to 
maintain that poor students don't 
exist. There is much Michael could 
have said on this subject (eg, 
imperfections in the market for 
personal finance) but didn't. 

Thus it is hopelessly inaccurate 
for Michael to accuse me of saying 
things like, "women can't pay, 
they therefore don't 'value' their 
education." What I do say, is that 
if you make the assumptions about 
student wealth that I do, and which 
Michael doesn't challenge, then 
you can fairly say, "women (and 
all the other groups he 
mentions)can pay, therefore if they 
won't pay, they obviously don’t 
value their education." Of course 
Michael will disagree with this; I 
merely wish to point out how he 
has failed to address my point. 
Remember, too, that students have 
a vested interest in saying they 
'can't' pay, when what they really 
mean is they don't want to (which 
is perfectly understandable from a 
self-interested point of view). 

I do not, as Michael asserts, 
challenge the right of pensioners, 
mature age students and others to 
enter education if they wish. All I 
ask is that they undergo the test 
that will show that they value it to 
the cost of providing it, namely, 
by paying for it. I suspect many of 
them would fail this test. 

Also left untouched is my attack 
on AUSTUDY as a transfer to the 
wealthy. This is understandable. It 
is, after all, difficult to defend a 
benefit that cuts out at $34, 879 in 
parental income, which is above 
the average weekly wage in 
Australia. Why are people whose 
parents are in the top 50% of 
income earners getting 
Government hand-outs? 

There are a number of cases 
where Michael relies on bland 
assertion. For example, he asserts 
the existence of externalities (I'm 
sorry, but that’s the economic term 
for it), but doesn't attempt to 
quantify them. I challenge him to 
quote a study showing that they are 


significant. To do otherwise is a 
left-wing philosophical wank. 

Michael doesn't seem to 
understand what a graduate tax is 
all about. Unless he is making a 
point about the amount of revenue 
the tax is going to raise (which, 
admittedly, is not nearly enough to 
keep higher education afloat), then 
I can't see the point to his 
comments. There is no capacity to 
pay argument here. The suggestion 
that a graduate tax constitutes 
double-dipping is silly. Only a 
fraction of personal income tax 
paid by graduates would end up 
funding higher education and in a 
life time would not add up to the 
cost of a degree course. As an 
accounting identity, it is 
hopelessly confused and has all the 
honesty of the ABC's eight cents a 
day slogan - both measures are 
designed to protect privilege in our 
society. 

Michael says that "the New 
Right has no problems with a 
system where women, working- 
class people, Kooris or 
migrants get ripped off again and 
again." 1 do in fact. It is the very 
system we have now, which sees 
people like Michael and myself 
having our education subsidised by 
people who are most unlikely to 
ever set foot in a university, even 
under the current regime of 
negative fees, if not because of that 
regime. Now that is a nasty rip-off 
if ever 1 saw one. 

Finally, I would like to take 
Michael up on his sexist agenda. 
Of course, sexism is a very 
subjective thing, and my 
perception of it is not binding on 
anyone else. But why does Michael 
consider "engineering, science and 
the technologies" "non-feminine"? 
He further asserts that a high tech 
economy is one in which "women 
are firmly kept out of picture." 
Why are women not as capable or 
interested in "the technologies" as 
men? I'll let Michael answer that. 

To sort out the fatuous 
arguments in the education debate, 
crap detectors aren’t that necessary. 
What is really needed are finely 
tuned self-interest detectors. Last 
time I looked at my Advantage 
Saver account, it contained about 
$130. 1 think it is safe to say that 
it is not in my interests to see fees 
introduced. It is, however, in the 
interests of Australia. In our great 
Bicentennial year, I think that 
should be the operative 
consideration. 


J^fours Sincerely, 

Stephen Kirchner 

White, Male and Not the Slightest 

Bit Guilty. 

Par Iiqrw2ntdnj Pnrfes-f 

Dear friends, 

You probably know that the New 
Parliament House is to be opened 
on May 9. The Canberra 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Community (CATSIC) is 
planning a silent presence of 
Aboriginal people and 
non-Aboriginal supporters around 
the base of the building. A large 
number of Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal people are expected 
to come from interstate to 
participate in 4 days of activities, 
which means that a lot of support 
work needs to be done. 

The Canberra Bicentennial Protest 
Group is one of a number of 
gorups which has offered help with 
organising the event. We see our 
role as being to assist the 


Aboriginal community in any way 
we can and particularly to take 
responsibility for non-Aboriginal 
people who come to Canberra so 
that they don't demand the resources 
of Aboriginal people. 

This letter is to ask for any 
assistance that you or your 
organisation can offer. We have 
identified areas which we consider 
will be important and have 
established small working gorups 
in those areas. 

Accommodation: we understand 
that CATSIC is organising a camp 
for Aboriginal people. The 
question of having another camp 
for non-Aboriginal people has been 
raised but not yet decided - whatever 
eventuates both BILLETS and 
EQUIPMENT (tents, blankets, 
warm clothes, sleeping bags etc.) 
will be needed. If you can offer a 
billet over the May 6-9 period, or 
you have equipment you'd be 
prepared to lend, contact Marina 
Faman on 488475(h) 717565(w). 
Food: CATSIC has asked that as 
many people as possible prepare 
frozen casseroles to be given to the 
Aboriginal camp. As well they are 
investigating possible cheap or free 
bulk food supplies. If you could 
make a casserole or know of food 
sources please contact Jane Belfrage 
on 959404(h). 

Fund-raising: money will be 
needed for campsites, food, 
firewood and petrol. Donations for 
CATSIC can be sent to the 
Bicentennial Protest Group at the 
address above, and will be 
forwarded. If you have a great idea 
for a fund-raiser, the contact person 
is Su WildRiver on 491135. 

Finally, it's absolutely crucial that 
as many people as possible come 
to Bicentennial Protest Group 
meetings between now and May 9. 
Meetings are held every Wednesday 
at 7.30pm in the Environment 
Centre, Kingsley Street, Acton. 

Marina Faman 

on behalf of Bicentennial Protest 
Group 

Bicentennial Protest Group 

c/- Radio 2XX 
GPO Box 4 

CANBERRA CITY 2601 

NGUNNAWAL 
LAND COUNCIL 

To all concerned people: 

We are writing to you because of 
your commitment and support for 
Aboriginal people. As you may be 
aware, the Aboriginal Community 
is arranging a 'silent presence' at 
the opening of the new Parliament 
House on 9 May. The presence 
will be in the form of circling 
Parliament House with Aboriginal 
flags, and will be seen as a 
reminder that there is still 
unresolved business regarding 
Aboriginal people. Hopefully with 
the new Parliament House, new and 
just decisions will be made. 
Invitations to attend the silent 
presence have been extended to all 
communities and organisations 
(both Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal). It is an 
opportunity for all concerned 
people to stand together. 

Because many communities will be 
arriving from interstate, (we 
estimate approx. 2000 requiring 




assistance) help in the form of 
accommodation, food (and 
utensils), firewood, 
blankets/woollens etc. will be 
required, as well as volunteers to 
prepare and serve food, and assist in 
the setting up of campsites. 
HOWEVER, MONEY TO 
PURCHASE FOOD IS A 
PRIORITY, and contributions from 
your organisation or individual 
members will be greatly 
appreciated 

Contact for any donations should 
be made with: 

Kaye Mundine 
(062)7 1 7683 (BH) 

(062)41 5039 (AH) 

Margaret McLeod 
(062) 76 2074 (BH) 

Helen Lowrie 
(062) 64 4073 (BH) 

(062)49 7420 (AH) 

Yours in peaceful presence, 
CANBERRA ABORIGINAL & 
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER 
COMMUNITY 

Don't sell yourself, 
Stephen! You can't buy 
happiness. 

Dear Eds, 

I'm writing another letter because 
I'm really worried about some of 
Stephen Kirchner's ideas present in 
his article on fees. 

Stephen 

- Your whole idea of making 
degrees/education more marketable 
sux! 

I feel that you are implying that 
the sole purpose of tertiary 
education is to make us, as students 
and future employees, more 
marketable commodities. Well - 
piss off mate. I'm not a bloody 
commodity and neither is anyone 
else. I am a person of unique 
values and worth (so are you) and 
as people I think that it is 
important to recognise that our sole 
purpose in life and education is not j 
to make ourselves more marketable 
commodities. We are loving, 
alive, joyous, caring beings, 
education can help us to grow and 
develop our potential to understand 
and care for one another and 
ourselves. It can help make this 
world a better place. Stephen, I'm 
really worried about you . . . from 
your letter you seem like a socially 
concerned person. Stephen, please 
don’t commoditise yourself, you 
really are an OK person whether 
you are marketable or not. If all 
you do with your life is sell out to 
market forces you will never realize 
the joy of being a fully alive 
human being who's in control of 
their life. You'll never be secure in 
knowing that you're still an OK 
person when the market doesn’t 
want you anymore. 

Stephen - don't sell out, the time 
has come for meaning and joy and 
understanding to enter your life. 

Best of luck (you can't buy luck) 

Andrew Fisher 
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THE PUBLICATION 
REGULATIONS (PUB. 
REGS) OF THE 
STUDENTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

^cs?S^s^/l 

Everything that the SA publishes 
must comply with the Pub. Regs which 
exist in accordance with s.48 of the 
Constitution of the SA. If that sounds 
pretty unhelpful, perhaps you should grab 
yourself a copy from the SA offices and 
•familiarise yourself with them. They 
provide for the production of Woroni, 
th cOrientation Handbook and any other 
publication the SA wants to produce. 
(This year, for example, Communique is 
being printed.) They deal with Finance, 
Advertising, distribution and importantly 
the roles of the Editors and the Director of 
Student Publications (DSP). 

The Editors 

The Pub. Regs provide for the 
election of editors, their duties and 


Fourteen years ago in Camperdown, 
Sydney, when a weighted ounce of grass 
cost $30 and came in Glad sandwich bags, 
two friends and I, after a night smoking, 
decided to see the dawn in whilst tripping. 
At 4.30 am we trooped into a beat-up 
Kombi and headed to our supplier, a 
science master at a respected G.P.S. 
college. /\ 


obligations. They specifically emphasise 
Lhe importance (in accordance with SA 
policy) of avoiding any material which is 
sexist, racist or has any possible adverse 
legal implications for the SA (particularly 
defamatory material). 

The DSP 

The DSP is the president of the 
Students' Association or the president's 
appointee. Her duties are to implement 
the Pub. Regs. 

Each page of Woroni etc. must be 
approved and signed by the DSP before it 
is printed. She is particularly involved in 
ensuring that no sexist, racist or 
defamatory material is printed. The DSP 
has powers to remove the offending words 
or sentences or to solicit articles which 
will critically analyse the offending 
material. 

While the DSP has the final say, the 
Pub.Regs provide that she should work 
with the Editors and in reality this can be 
a friendly and rewarding relationship. 

The DSP is also responsible for 
legal action brought against material 
published in Woroni or any oilier SA 
publication. The DSP is advised in her 
role by the Anti-Racist Delegate (ARD) 
and the Anti-Sexist Delegate (ASD). 


What 

mean? 


'sexist' 


'racist' 


Section 5(i) of the Pub. Reg.'s 
provides: 

(i) For the Editor's guidance, 
'sexism' should be understood to 
cover, at least; the denigration, 
trivialisation or objectification of 
women; in terms related to women 
or femininity used in an abusive or 
disparaging way; the legitimation of 
violence and discrimination against 
women; the abuse, ridicule or 
sensationalisation of lesbianism or 
male homosexuality; anything 
which discredits or mitigates against 
the achievement of women's 
autonomy and self-respect. 

(ii) For the Editor's guidance, 
'racism' should be understood to 
cover, at least: denigration of any 
race, nationality or ethnic group, 
including the use of terms, 
descriptions or images likely to be 
considered offensive by those 
described; characterisations of any 
race, nationality or ethnic group, in 
terms likely to inhibit the exercise 
of human rights and freedoms by 
members of such a group; 
propogation of racial or ethnic 


DO 


hatred. (Critical analyses of 
imperialism, colonialism or other 
forms of racism are not racist by 
reason only of their criticism of 
dominant groups.) 

(iii) The Editor should exercise care 
on the basis of an understanding that 
sexism and racism can be explicit or 
implicit, and that humour can be a 
vehicle for sexism and racism. 


■ Note that these definitions are not 
exhaustive. However they are a good 
guide and should be kept in mind by 
contributors. 

You, the Contributor 

If you take care not to include any 
material which is sexist, racist or 
defamatory in your submission, no 
problems will ensue at the editorial or 
DSP stage. You'll see your work in print 
with no delay or hassle. Remember that 
anything which is possibly defamatory 1 

■ may need to be held back so that legal 
advice can be obtained. 

So, having digested the Pub. Regs, 
contribute your talent to Woroni! 

Caroline Edwards 

DSP 
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"... part of a psychedelic 
thunderstorm" 
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sentences of more than two words were 
impossible to articulate or interpret. Both 
the speaker and listener soon forgot 
preceeding words. We seemed to have a 
shared consciousness and agreed almost 
non-verbally to catch a bus to the city. 
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At about 7.30 am we got the munchies, 
and following our earlier experience chose | 
to walk rather than drive, to Women's 
College on campus to share breakfast 
with other friends. En route we 
encountered a young man who had a stone 
in his shoe or perhaps had a sprained ' 
ankle as he had a slight limp. Within 
seconds he was transformed into a 
grotesque, aged cripple and we proceeded 
to dance and mock him, eventually 
driving him onto the road and away from 


Being confronted by a blue uniformed 
figure elicited extreme paranoid feelings 
and we sought refuge behind other 
passengers and under seats. When it 
became evident that the person was a 
conductress, transferring the requirement 
for a fare into action resulted in prolonged 
negotiation. Trying to remember why 
you had put your hand into your pocket 
took ages. By trial and error, the coins, 
uncounted, were offered up in the hope 
that some sense would be made of them. 
When change was given 1 didn't know 
what to do with it or where to put it so I 
held it in my hand for the rest of the 


journey, which was highlighted by a 
game of musical chairs where we moved 
the passengers from seat to seat and 
rearranged them into more appropriate 
combinations. Eventually we were 
kicked off at Town Hall. As we still 
hadn't sadsfied our hunger, we sought to 
purchase a pie from a railway station cafe 
and had to resort to miming and charades 
to try and order it. Incredibly the manager 
was unable to understand and called the 
police. Fortunately I was wearing a 
Sydney University T-shirt and we were 
bundled into a paddy wagon and returned 
to the relative safey of the campus. . 
Unfortunately, the gargoyles surrounding 
the main quad took offence at our 
presence and leapt down from the roof 
upon us. (Ever wonder why gargoyles 
have such horrific, fearful expressions? 
They’re afraid of heights.) 
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household who unaccountably refused my 
urgings for her to join in. 

Coming down was marked by a sense of 
depression and nausea. In the weeks that 
followed flashbacks intruded into my 
dreams and also during the day. 
Unknown psychological effects of the bad 
trip were at play as the chemical had long 
left my body. I have not tripped since) 
and the last flashback took place] 
approximately three years after the trip. 

If you are going to trip be aware that bad 
trips are common, not all experiences 
will be 'cosmic', do so with a 'minder' to] 
keep you out of trouble and don't drive. 
Most importantly, remember that L.S.D.1 
(and other hallucinogens) are 
consciousness-altering not 
consciousness-enhancing. 

■ WORONI 5 iBlffTfrrPTO 
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"I am a homosexual and I like being 
one" - unfortunately, it's taken me a 
while to be able to say these words 
truthfully, and I've had a lot of shit to 
work through to reach this stage. 

I really am happy about my sexuality 
(not because I think being gay is better 
than being straight, as they're both of 
equal value but because I think it has 
helped me become a better person). Let 
me explain: 

I came from an extremely strict 
Catholic background - which despite its 
(theoretically) sound ethical points, 
contains a number of repressive and 
irrational prejudices: the best example 
that comes to mind is its teachings on the 
subject and practice of homosexuality. 
To get to the stage, therefore, where I 
could make my opening statement meant 
that I had to come to terms with being 
"an unmentionable pervert" (in the eyes 
of my parents), "a fuckin' faggot that 
ought to be shot" (in the eyes of 
'schoolmates' from the wonderful 
Catholic college where I went to school), 
or who I really was (in my own very’ 
frightened and worried eyes!). I’m still 
proud, and think I always will be, of the 
courage I showed in confronting myself 
about my homosexuality. Considering 
all the lies I'd been fed for 17 years about 
gays, it was a really frightening thing to 
admit to myself: 7 was gay, and 

therefore had to want to wear women's 
clothes and make-up, molest 
pre-pubescent males, and be lonely for the 
rest of my life - none of which I wanted 
to do or be! Of course, after making 
contact with other gays through 'Gayline', 

I immediately found out what a 
sickening and repulsive load of 
shit that all was. 

The point I'm trying to make with all 
this, is that after coming to terms with 
being gay - despite all the shit that had 
been heaped on this wonderful part of 
myself - it will be a hell of a lot easier to 
confront any other problems I have with 
who I am. Of course, I'm not claiming 
that I'm totally together (who is, 
anyway?!), but sorting myself out about 
being gay has helped me immensely in 
accepting/realizing who I am. 

To me, being gay really does mean 
being happy, because it’s a necessary 
ingredient to self-honesty. I have never 
regretted coming out - even at the hardest 
times, such as when my parents first 
learnt I was gay. Aside from all the 
wonderful people I've met (though I'm 
still looking for Mr Right!) and all the 
wonderful experiences I've had through 
entering the gay community, coming out 
meant being able to live with myself. If 
I'd tried to repress and stuff my sexuality 
into the mould I’d been trained and 
socialized into thinking as "the right and 
normal" one, I sooner or later would have 
just fallen apart - split down the middle, 
as it were, between what I was and what I 
"should" be. 

I don't want to give the impression 
that coming out is never really hard, 
because it can be; it can mean a really 
big adjustment in your life, and 
unhappiness and disappointment for those 
close to you (if you choose to tell them, 
and if they've been deluded by the shit 
that society and religion feeds its 
members about homosexuality). But the 
advantages are enormous, and the support 
is just sitting there for the asking - so go 
on, ask for it! 

I’m gay, and I'm happy - what else is 
there to say? q q 


IWORONI 6 


K0 

\{\Y^ 









^0^ 


GAYS ON FILM. 

(Out of the Celluloid Closet). 

Most students by now would have 
seen some or most of the recent 
successful commercial gay films such as 
Parting Glances, Desert Hearts, My 
Beautiful Laundrette, Another Country, 
Kiss of the Spidenvoman, Prick Up Your 
Ears and The Everlasting Secret Family. 
The recent surge in gay-themed films 
may reflect current trends in the film 
industry where homosexuality is depicted 
for novelty value to create some interest, 
or is actually seriously explored. On the 
other hand, they may seriously reflect 
changing attitudes in our society on 
homosexuality. Where previously, hints 
of such sexual behaviour were shunned 
and met with disgust, they have now been 
more readily accepted, even if just on 
film, as shown by large attendance figures 
throughout the world. Indeed, Another 
Country was awarded a Best Film Award 
at the Cannes Film Festival, and William 
Hurt was awarded an Academy Award for 
best actor for his portrayal of the 
homosexual Molina in Kiss of the 
Spidenvoman. 


"it can be seen as either 
provocative or as something 
perfectly natural..." 
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Homosexuality as a theme was 
explored lightly in the past, possibly to 
gauge audience reactions, or rather 
intensely, as in the case of Another 
Country and Kiss of the Spidenvoman, 
etc. as in the recent past. However, the 
new films of the post-1986 period ceased 
to treat the issue as a theme (and the 
theme as an issue), as in the case of My 
Beautiful Laundrette and Parting Glances. 
In the latter cases, it can be seen as either 
provocative or as something perfectly 
natural and acceptable. Omar and 
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Johnny's relationship in My Beautiful 
Laundrette and Robert and Michael's (and 
Nick's) relationship in Parting Glances 
were not imbued with the same anguish 
as that of Guy’s love for James Harcourt 
in Another Country. It is interesting to 
note that homosexuality explored in 
Another Country and Kiss of the 
Spiderwoman was juxtaposed with 
concurrent themes concerning politics and 
idealism. The other central character in 
Another Country, Judd, was a Marxist; 
and Valentin (a journalist) in Kiss of the 

Spiderwoman was a revolutionary 
activist. 

Parting Glances probably trod new 
ground in being the only totally gay film 
of the recent set. We are shown the lives 
of gay people and their completely gay 
lifestyles, but in sincerity, it is 
specifically a New York experience. The 
couple, Robert and Michael, lovers for 
six years, find that their relationship is 
growing stale. Nick, who is Michael's 
ex-lover, has AIDS and Robert is about 
to depart for Kenya on a so-called job 
transfer, and in doing so, is fleeing from a 
situation he cannot handle. The film's 
issue is not about homosexuality, nor is 
it about AIDS. It is basically an 
exploration of how Nick's friends deal 
with his impending death, and how 
Robert and Michael cope. In fact, there is 
no melodrama concerning Nick's illness. 
It is a film about how people get along, 
and in this case, most of them happen to 
be gay. Despite Nick's illness, he lacks 
self-pity and radiates as the life of the 
film, a strong character with a lively 
personality (a supertwinkie). Parting 
Glances is by far the greatest exposure of 
gay life on film, though typically New 
York, closer to the truth when compared 
to Cruising (1980). 

"... as an act of cowardice 
for fear of the consequences." 

Other gay films that have leaked into 
mainstream audiences include Law of 
Desire and The Everlasting Secret 
Family. The latter of these is based on 
Frank Moorhouse's novella of the same 
name, the central theme is concerned with 
rolcplay within a secret society which 
consisted of politicians, high court judges 
and the like, and the homoeroticism 
underlying such conservative male 
groups. A nameless youth played by 
Mark Lee enters into a relationship with a 
federal senator (sugar daddy) after being 
"selected" from a private school and 
initiated. He becomes dependent but 
finally acknowledges the fact that he is 
owned and must continue to play the 
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(submissive) role. His obsession to stay 
youthful is of particular importance since 
he is dependent on his looks in that 
particular relationship. In the ensuing 
years, the politician marries, as the next 
"phase" of his life dictates, and bears a 
son who later becomes initiated and 
possessed in tum by the youth - a role 
reversal. In this manner, the youth plays 
lover to both the father, and later, to his 
son, and becomes trapped within the 
"Family”. 

"... many homosexual 
characters in films always 
ended up tragically." 

Maurice, soon to be released in 
Australia, is an adaptation of the original 
novel by E.M. Forster, written in 1910 
(but he refused to allow publication until 
after his death, in 1970). The book has 
incidentally been reprinted to coincide 
with the release of the film and is 
available in all bookstores - in Penguin. 
(There are literally heaps in the Co-op.). 
The central character, Maurice, whilst 
studying at Cambridge, falls in love with 
Clive, but Clive offers only love but no 
sex. Their platonic passionate bliss is 
overturned when Clive suddenly decides to 
tum straight, or as in the Merchant-Ivory 


(1982) was Hollywood's first real attempt 
to sell homosexuality to a mainstream 
audience confronting the issue of 
coming-out. By Hollywood standards, 
the film was daring. The two male 
characters were for once allowed a happy 
ending - unusual in the sense that many 
homosexual characters in films always 
ended up tragically. 

Another Country (1984) showed that 
the mass mainstream audiences could 
cope with homosexuality (if only on 
film) despite the politicization of Guy's 
coming-out. The film was concerned 
about Guy's realization that he could 
never love women and his preference was 
analagous to somebody either liking 
cabbage or not. In the last scene when 
Guy is talking to Judd, he makes the 
viewer aware that he is taking a risk by 
his indiscretion and would be subjected to 
discrimination (not being made senior 
prefect on the grounds of his sexuality), 
as well as the names, "pansy, nancy, 
brown nose, fairy. . .". The anguish and 
hurt felt by Guy is quite moving. 
Another Country was also one of those 
films of the British set which was 
beautifully made and of high class despite 
the subject matter. One was made to 
believe that Hollywood could not 
possibly deal with homosexuality with 
such sensitivity. 
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film version, retreats into the closet as an 
act of cowardice for fear of the 
consequences. Maurice is invited to stay 
with the newly wedded Mr and Mrs Clive 
Durnham in their country house. On a 
stormy night, the gamekeeper, Alec, 
climbs into Maurice's bedroom window 
and seduces him. This effect resembles a 
likened version of a gay Lady Chatterley's 
Lover. The new bite to the film 
suddenly explores the uncertainty in 
planning their life together - a 
relationship. Maurice is afraid he will be 
blackmailed, and Alec that he will be used 
and dumped. The film - like that of 
another Merchant-Ivory adaptation of 
E.M. Forster's other great novel A Room 
With a View and the film adaptation of 
Julian Mitchell’s play Another Country - 
of the same Edwardian period in England 
is a beautiful set with a totally good 
looking class. 

Films dealing with homosexuality 
have not been as successful in the past or 
have at least not explored the issues as 
deeply, only touching upon it, or dealing 
with it only as a side issue. It was quite 
difficult to sell homosexuality before 
1982, especially to Hollywood film 
producers and audiences. Making Love 




"... normal sensitive human 
beings with everyday 
problems." 

The glui of gay films may possibly 
continue so long as it remains trendy. 
Recent releases have finally portrayed, 
homosexuals as normal sensitive human 
beings with everyday problems. Despite 
the fact that there is still some adverse 
reaction in picture theatres - where most 
of the audience laugh at inappropriate 
moments (usually at stereotypes) or show 
disgust (the "yuk" remarks) at certain 
aspects of homosexuality - their portrayal . 
has come a long way from the use of 
homosexuals in films as objects of 
ridicule, gags, or tragedy. 

Afterword - Watch out of Law of 
Desire and Maurice and the reruns of the 
others mentioned above. 

Next issue we return to a more 
personal note. Don't forget Youth Group 
meetings are on the first and third of each 
month, phone Gayline for more details 
472726 6-9pm. Fri, Sat. Gays on 
Campus is still being organised. Watch 
this space for more details. 

Paul and Andrew 
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Human Needs 




One of the disturbing features of the 
growth of the Australian tourism industry t 

is the apparent belief (often vindicated, ^jT J ' 
unfortunately) that what tourists want to LA? 
see and experience are things that are built rTjJ 

exclusively for tourists - casinos, luxury fXl 

hotels, cement sheep, Darling Harbour 

etc. This attitude is about as logical as 

accepting, as part of a religious belief, f 

that God exists because of the adherents' W . 
need to believe in God. What I mean is $0' ~ 

that in both the tourism industry and f 1 

religion, the object of interest/belief \ / (Wr. 

should predate and exist independently of W94 * 

the institutions responding to it, if the W * 

process is to make sense. A PkJ < ; 

Australia still has a large number of ' jM V 

things that should not only be of interest ▼ 'Ll 

to tourists but more importantly are of 
value to ordinary Australians: old B WtSa y 
buildings, natural landscapes, 19th 
century and pre-WWII streetscapes and old 

and interesting pubs. We have lost many overseas tourists and interstate students, 
such things and will continue to lose Overwhelmingly they have had the 
them as the philistines who have attitude that ours was a bar with a unique 
economic power destroy them, ignoring and very special ambience. A view 
their cultural and community endorsed, no doubt, by the thousands of 
significance, even when this is pointed students who have flocked to the bar 
out to them lucidly and passionately by when they could just as easily have drunk 
the ordinary people who always end up elsewhere if they wished, 
suffering. The ANU Union Bar was the first 

ubs are a good example of a resource ternary undergraduate bar in Australia and 
whose value is often architectural, has generally been regarded as the most 
cultural and social. All around the world economically successful. Its atmosphere 
the trend over the last twenty years has which has now been destroyed, will never 
been to demolish pubs or to renovate be replaced, and we should never forget 
them, usually in search of a more the lesson that has been learned (to their 
hmrative clientele. In Sydney since cost) by many publicans who were not 
WWII the number of pubs has declined content when they were on to a good 
despite the massive increase in population thing. It is easier to get rid of old 
and area. It is cheaper for publicans and customers than it is to attract new ones, 
breweries to sell beer in massive beer 


barns even if these provide no sense of 
community for the drinkers and even if 
the drinkers have to drive to their 'local' 
rather than walk, which they could do if 
there were a larger number of small pubs. ' || ^ Jjf 
When pubs have wanted to 'go upmarket’, £ 
they have often had to get rid of their J 
exisitng clientele by using a variety of 
methods such as increasing prices. 

Considering the indignities and * , r « 
injustice that has been the lot of drinkers \ 

elsewhere in Australia and overseas, thel&ja 
case of our Union Bar is not the mosiMB-^ 
tragic but nevertheless the question 
remains: why did it have to happen? A? ~ y 
Working in the bar I have served a lot of 

l\clr,‘ vPiX/l on: H l. : j i fit'll cjt/Si.f h\ 
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iuvHi(vr any ,ij liw lii'i'iils U'.hitny up to it. 


Malcolm Jackson 
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Imagine a time in the not too distant 
future, where 'soaking a few ray's on the 
beach, with only a pair of sunnies to 
protect you, is but a memory of the past. 
You look inland from the beach and 
perceive dry, parched land. The 
vegetation remaining is stunted and 
withered. The sun pounds its blast 
furnace of invisible death in the form of 
ultraviolet radiation, and you say to your 
children "I remember when " 

This scenario might be more real 
than we imagine. Much ado has been 
made recently on the effects of 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFC’s) on the 
protective blanket of ozone which 
envelops the earth. As early as 1974 
scientists were predicting negative effects 
on ozone levels due to the world's 
increasing use of CFC's. In 1985 British 
atmospheric scientists published a report 
that ozone levels over Halley Base, 
Antarctica had decreased 40% from 1977 
to 1984. The NASA Nimbus 7 satellite 
and other ground based groups confirmed 
this report. It was found that a region of 
ozone depletion existed over Antarctica. 
In effect a 'hole', was growing (currently 
larger than the Australian continent), and 
had appeared each Spring for the last 
seven years. 

"... the situation is bad 
and could get worse." 

This information caused a furore in 
scientific, government and business 
circles. A flurry of research by 
atmospheric scientists was spurred by the 
enormity of the threat. Many theories as 
to its cause have been proposed, but no 
answer as yet fully accepted. As to the 
effects of this annual reduction in ozone, 
nobody really seems to know, but the 
consensus is that the situation is bad and 
could get worse. 

The planet's ozone layer is contained 
in the stratosphere at an altitude between 
10-50 km and concentrated at about 24 
km up. 

A molecule of ozone (O 3 ) is formed 
when ultraviolet light strikes an oxygen 
(O 2 ) molecule and splits it, allowing it to 
recombine with an intact O 2 molecule. 
The ozone (O 3 ) gas readily abosrbs UV 
light and dissociates into its component 
parts (O 2 + O). The free O atom 
subsequently rejoins with another O 2 
molecule and the cycle continues. 

Ozone contributes less than one 
part per million of the gases in the 
atmosphere yet it absorbs most of the 
sun's ultraviolet rays. It has been 
estimated that each 1 % depletion in ozone 
would increase UV reaching earth's 
surface by 2%. Such an increase would 
produce disastrous consequences such as 
an enormous increase in skin cancers 
(Australians already suffer the world’s 
highest rate). Other effects would be a 
severe decrease in world food production 
due to the damage to vegetation, and ' 
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disruption of the food chain and world 
ecosystem, causing species extinction. 

So as you can see, ozone is pretty 
important stuff! Well we know ozone 
levels are dropping each year over 
Antarctica, we still don't know if this 
drop has global implications or if it will 
remain confined to the Antarctic 
stratosphere where meteorological 
conditions are unique. 

Some of the hypotheses of ozone 
depletion include natural causes such as 
increased solar activity (sunspots); vast 
amounts of chlorine being spewed into 
the atmosphere by volcanic eruptions; 
changes in statospherical circulation 
which simply redistribute ozone. Of the 
natural hypotheses, the most plausible j 
involves the peculiarities of Antarctic g 
meterology. During the polar winter a 1 
giant vortex of icy clouds that does not 1 
come into contact with air outside the ^ 
vortex impedes the ozone-rich air moving \' 
south until late Spring when the . 
atmosphere heats up and breaks the , 
vortex, a weakening of circulation from 
lower latitudes could cause a delay in 
ozone rich air reaching the winter depleted 
air of the Antarctic. 

However the most likely scenario is 
that the ozone hole is being created by 
both chemical and meteorological 
mechanisms. The chemical mechanism 
involves our widespread use of 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFC's). CFC's or 
"Freons" are artificial compound gases 
used most commonly in aerosol 
propellants, air conditioners, refrigerators, 
polystyrene boxes, fire extinguishers, 
industrial and electronic cleaners, foam 
cushions and numerous other uses. 

The problem with CFC's is that they 

"... the most likely 
scenario is that the ozone 
hole is being created by 
both chemical and 
meteorological 
mechanisms." 


do not degrade in the troposphere ( 0 - 10 km 
above earth surface) but find their way 
into the stratosphere (10-50km) where the 
ozone layer is maintained. When the 
CFC molecules come into contact with 
UV light they break into their component 
atoms chlorine, fluorine and carbon. It is 
the chlorine atom which is responsible 
for damage to ozone by hastening the 
breakdown of O 3 to O 2 and 0. Moreover, 
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the chlorine atom remains unchanged in 
the process. Consequently a single 
chlorine atom can destroy as many as 
100,000 ozone molecules before it is 
inactivated or returned to the troposphere 
where precipitation eventually removes it 
from the atmosphere. Another problem 
is that CFC's may remain in the 
atmosphere for as long as 100 years, so 
even if we stopped production of CFC's 
immediately, the effects will remain for 
decades to come. 


seeing in the Antarctic ozone layer is 
going to grow deeper and deeper with each 
succeeding Spring, and that serious ozone 
losses are likely to occur in the 
stratosphere at all latitudes of the world 
during the 21 st century". 

So the question is, what is being 
done about the situation? Well there are 
some positive notes in this song of 
destruction. In 1978 Sweden banned the 
use of aerosols containing CFC's and the 
US (one of the biggest users) restricted its 


WHAT FUTURE FDR 


OZONE LAYER V 
50 KILOMETRES! 
ABOVE EARTH / 


Halting the use of CFC’s is 
impossible. Companies such as Kaiser 
Aluminium, DuPont, Pennwalt Corp and 
Allied Corp make billions each year from 
sales of CFC's. Investments in new 
plants in China and the third world make 
the economic pressure on governments 
impossible to resist. Australia uses 12 
to 13 million kg of CFC's per year: of 
this, 30% are used in aerosol sprays, 20% 
are solvents to clean computer chips and 
the rest from other CFC uses. 

According to Professor Rowland of 
the University of California, who remains 
at the forefront of ozone research, 
"another problem, in my view, is the fact 
that the chlorofluorocarbon panel of the 
Chemical Manufacturers Association has 
become an important source of financing 
for atmospheric research, with the result 
that a substantial number of our finest 
atmospheric scientists are being supported 
in their work by companies engaged in 
the manufacture of CFC's." Professor 
Rowland believes that "the hole we are 


use. Montreal, September 1987 saw a 
UN backed treaty where 24 leading 
industrial nations signed a protocol to cut 
CFC production by 20% (from 1986 
levels) by 1994 and 50% by 1999. The 
Australian Federal Government, although 
not an original signatory, has since 
drafted legislation which will comply 
with the Montreal Protocol and will take 
effect by January 1989. 


"... what is being done 
about the situation?." 


Reaction to the treaty has been 
varied. The Minister for Arts, Heritage 
and the Environment, Senator 
Richardson, is strongly in favour of the 
Protocol. However he indicated in 
November last year that the government 
was not going any further than the Treaty 
to limit the use of CFC’s. 

The Association of Fluorocarbon 
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we can also 


Consumers and Manufacturers (AFCAM) 
are apparently not heeding the warning. 
"We believe that reductions should not 
occur until a further scientific review has 
been counted, two years after the freeze 
has been in place" the AFCAM paper 
says. 

The Australian Conservation 
Foundation, the Swedish government and 
a strong body of scientists believe that 
the Protocol should go further than set 
down in Montreal. Belief that the 
Protocol merely reflects political pressure 
and a compromise between nations rather 
than realistic action cannot be dismissed. 
The main problem cited against the 
Protocol is that its aim is to merely 
freeze global emissions of CFC's at 
current levels. Developing countries can 
increase their consumption as long as 
developed countries cut back. 

Industry is beginning to look hard for 
replacements since the threat can no 
longer be ignored. The problem is to find 
a non toxic, cheap substance with the 
required properties. Suggestions that 
Industry pay to use CFC's terrifys 
manufacturers everywhere. Other, more 
serious suggestions such as recycling of 
CFC containing substances are gaining 
impetus. 


take 


positive steps...' 


Currently 40% of computer cleaning 
solvents (20% of total CFC use) are 
being recycled. Projections of 80% 
recycling are attainable. Car air 
conditioners are being modified so that 
they do not use 'freon'. Berkeley, 
California became the first city in the 
world to ban polystyrene food containers. 
In the US five fast food chains have 
agreed to stop using CFC's in take-away 
containers (but food packaging only 

accounts of 1% of use). Last month 
eight international makers of aersols used 
for cosmetics agreed to change to 
propellants that do not damage ozone. 

Also last month, closer to home, 
Tasmania indicated it will legislate to ban 
the production (although none are 
produced in Tassie) and limit the use of 
CFC's by banning some imported goods 
eg. aerosol spray insecticides and hair 
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Gribbin 1981, 
The Politics of 
Carbon Dioxide. 
New Scientist 
Vol.90. 
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products. It will also become illegal to 
dump refrigerators. Owners will be 
required to return old fridges to the 
manufacturers or a special place so that 
CFC's can be removed and recycled. 

It is positive steps by government in 
regulating use of CFC's that will make 
the ultimate difference. But we can also 
take positive steps in our own personal 
lives such as refusing to use CFC 
propellant aersols and to consciously look 
for alternatives to keep those nasty flies 
at bay, or to keep your hair in place, and 
for crissake use a roll-on deodorant if BO 
offends you. There are alternatives! 

Meanwhile the scientific community 
and the world will be watching and 
watiting to see if more questions can be 
resolved in Antarctica next Spring. 

I. Stirling. 
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The recent publicity about the 
destruction of the ozone layer, although 
valuable, has tended to push concern 
about the greenhouse effect into the 
background. This is worrying, because 
global warming caused by the greenhouse 
effect could also be a pretty drastic 
problem in the near future. 

The term 'greenhouse effect' refers to 
the way certain gases in the atmosphere 
(especially carbon dioxide) allow 
incoming solar radiation to pass through, 
but absorb or re-radiate outgoing radiation 
(which is at infra-red wavelengths). 
Much of this radiation bounces back to 
the Earth’s surface, increasing the 
temperature of the lower atmosphere. 

The problem isn't that the greenhouse 
effect happens - if it didn’t, the Earth 
would be a lot cooler. The problem is 
that steadily increasing levels of 
atmospheric carbon dioxide are likely to 
cause an increase in the Global Mean 
Surface Temperature (GMST). 

Increases in CC >2 levels are a result of 
the burning of vast amounts of fossil 
fuels, and of forest destruction (forests act 
as a ’sink' that helps absorb CO? 
excesses). 

An increase in the GMST would no; 
affect each region of the Earth in the same 
way. The temperature rise at the poles 
would be greater than that at the equator. 
Rainfall patterns would change; while 
some areas would be likely to receive 
more rain, many temperate areas could 
become semi-arid. Melting of the ice 
caps could result in sea level rises of as 
much as 5 or 7 metres. 

The Earth has, of course, experienced 
major climatic changes during its history. 
The timescale of the changes brought 
about by increased CC >2 levels, however, 
means the chances of life being able to 
cope with them are much smaller. 

Human beings will also be in 
trouble. Relocation of coastal cities and 
changes in world food production 
patterns, as well as having obvious 
practical implications, could cause severe 
political disruption. How would the 
United States react to the conversion of 
its grain belt to semi-desert while the 
tropical developing nations enjoy bumper 
rice crops? What will investors do when 
their prime beachfront sites start to 

disappear under water?? 

Criticism of panic-happy 
doom-mongers is all very well, but while 
a doubling of atmospheric CO 2 levels and 
a resultant increase in the GMST of about 
3 degrees is now accepted by the scientific 
community as a very likely scenario in 
the next few decades, little is being done 
to decrease the rate of fossil fuel 
consumption. Why not?? 

Rae Fry 
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Which essay 
about 

Discontinuous 
Cranial Traits 
would you 
rather read ? 


Whenever you sit down to write an essay, someone 
else is doing the same thing. 

Inevitably, your work will have to compete for 
attention w|th theirs. And while original thought and 
thorough research can go a long way towards gaining 
that attention, good presentation is important too. 

1 ndeed , good presentation is often what separates 
a great essay from a good one. Because good presentation 
doesn’t mean an essay that is pretty to look at, 

It means an essay that communicates well, 
and expresses a coherent, logical argument which 
flows smoothly from point to point, if you own a 
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Macintosh, your ability to write such an essay is 
greatly enhanced. ‘ 

If you’ve never used a computer before, don’t be 
put off, because the Macintosh is by far the easiest of all 
computers to use. You just point the arrow and click. 

All the programs work in virtually the same way, 
so once .you know one, you can use them all. 

You can organise your thoughts, list points 
and sources, edit, rearrange and polish the essay in 
no time at all. 

However, the really remarkable thing about a 
Macintosh is that you can include anv illustrations. 


graphs and diagrams from any program quickly 
and simply. 

With that final touch, your essay is probably done. 
To a standard at least twice as good as your usual effort, 
in half the time. 

Leaving you free, perhaps, to sell the services of 
your Macintosh to other less fortunate students. 

Because, while we frankly admit that a Macintosh 
costs a lot of money, it can also help you earn it. 

Not only now, but for the rest of your lifc.^^^^ 


For further dentils cuncict your 
university consortium representative. 
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In this edition those well-liked and 
highly-respected members (in social and 
academic circles) of ANU, the Student 
Brokers, Cameron Spencer and Terrence 
Miller, will explain the basic approaches 
that should be taken if you are interested 
in investing in the stock market. They 
will outline various types of shares that 
can be dealt in, the costs and benefits 
involved in buying and selling these 
shares and explain how an investor can 
gain good advice from both the Student 
Brokers and their individual stock brokers. 

What do you want 
from the Market? 

The first thing an investor must do 
before committing their capital, is to 
work out their investment aims. The 
basic investment goals you can aim for 
are capital gain, income flows or a 
combination of both. 

When aiming for capital growth of 
your funds by investing in the 
share-market it is important to consider 
whether you want long or short term 
gains. If your investment funds do not 
require a large return or have to be 
"cashed" back into Capital in the short 
term, it is better for you to then aim at 
stocks with constant but reliable growth 
which have been established through past 
performances. One would invest in firms 
in the top 100 Listed Industrials. 

Alternatively, if you are more daring 
and want to make a "fast buck” you can 
speculate on stock which is increasing 
quickly in its value. This, of course, is a 
more risky form of investment but offers 
greater rewards. 

An example of a speculative 
investment would be in high tech 
companies such as "Sarich Tech Trust". 
This is a company involved in the orbital 
engine; it has had backing from BI-IP and 
much interest has been shown by major 
car producers in Australia. 

Alternatively if you are only aiming 
for steady income flow, there are several 
types of investment. You can again 
invest in proven stocks, which 
consistently return their shareholders good 
dividends, or you can invest in the stock 
market through what are known as share 
trusts. Your money is put into a fund 
■ where it is professionally managed by 
people with vast experience and 


knowledge of the stock market. In recent 
years this has been a very successful form 
of investment; with trusts frequently 
returning dividends greater than those 
being returned from stocks listed on the 
stock market. 

Assess your risks: 

When investing on the stock market 
you are undertaking several types of risks. 
The first risk is that you may not receive 
the earnings that you expect from a 
particular stock, possibly through a 
change in the economic climate. 

The possibility also exists that you 
could lose some, or even all of your 
money; as many members of the 
university can attest to during last year's 
"black Monday" fall. This all depends on 
what types of risks you are prepared to 
undertake when choosing to buy a 
particular stock. Finally there is a risk 
that your investment isn't outperforming 
the inflation rate. In this case it is 
important to look at your aims. It may 
just be a step in the way to long term 
gain; or it could be the time to reassess 
your investment portfolio. 

The stock market is a direct link 
between the risk you are prepared to take 
and the reward you expect to receive. The 
higher the risks, the greater may be the 
rewards you can gain, e.g. Sarich Tech, 
which over three months has gone from 
$1.05 in January to $3.75 today; a capital 
gain of over 350%; sure beats bank 
interest rates doesn 't it! 

Access to the Stock 
Market 

It is very important to have access to 
the Stock Market, to keep an eye on your 
money., This can be done in a number of 
ways; firstly through newspapers and 
periodicals which provide up-to-date 
information; a service through Telecom 
Australia also exists, this lists a brief 
overview of the market and the main 
share prices which is updated for each 
morning and afternoon trading. Or you 
can directly call your stockbroker direct. 
We strongly advise "Hat+ersley Maxwell 
Noall Limited: on 474744. They have an 
up-to-date, technologically advanced world 
computing network and are willing to sit 
down, listen to and. explain thoroughly 
and clearly financial matters to students. 
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By doing this you can learn what you 
can or can't afford whilst taking account 
of favourable first-hand information on 
price movements and not lose out on any 
important investment opportunities. 

Types of Shares 

There are many different forms of 
securities listed on the stock market. We 
will explain the two most popular and 
simple forms of shares. 

Ordinary Shares: a unit or part 

ownership of a company's capital, which 
has a par value - commonly either 50c or 
$1. The par value is simply the price the 
share is issued at, and bears little relation 
to the price of the share quoted on the 
stock exchange floor. 

Preference Shares: Rank above 

ordinary shares for claiming on dividend 
payments or assets on the company in the 
case of a liquidation. The investor pays 
more money for these additional 
privileges. The shares come in different 
forms, but usually all have a fixed 
dividend rate. 

Some Words of Advice 
from the Student 
Brokers: 

It is sound investment advice, 
particularly for beginners, to buy only 
stocks that are listed on the Stock 
Exchange. This is by no means a 
guarantee of success, but it does guarantee 
that a basic set of requirements as set 
down by Stock Exchange committees 
which are designed to protect investors' 
rights, has been met. It is also sound 
advice to deal only through member 
organisations, i.e. - stock brokers, as they 
are subject to strict regulations. They 
also have direct access to the stock 
market, and the most recent news and 
expert advice, on any share market 
development. 

Do not be too ambitious when 
starting out. Be careful and only invest 
as much money as you can afford to pay. 
As you become more experienced, you 
can begin to take more risks. 

Do not put all your eggs in one 
basket. It is a good idea to diversify, by 
putting your money into shares in an area 
of the economy with which you are 
familiar. Be wary of tips, as the majority 
of them axe old information that have 
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already been acted upon (Burgmann Coll, 
take note). 

It is better to take a profit when the 
market is rising, than to be greedy, and 
watch your shares go to the top and go all 
the way down again - you can never lose 
if you always take a profit when it is 
there. 

Finally, the golden rule, already 
briefly skimmed over; don't become 
emotionally attached to your shares. This 
is easy to do and when the time to sell 
arises your keen business sense can be 
clouded costing you dearly in terms of 
opportunities and money lost. 

Market Report 

A jump on Wall Street on Friday to 
clench a 4-day buying spree and thus raise 
Wall Street to a new high for the year 
could well draw investors into the 
Australian sharemarket this week. 

This could well be undermined by 
signs of bank interest rates firming and 
the stability of offshore sharemarkets. 
Tokyo hs been the only share market to 
recoup its losses since October '87 and by 
doing so in only six months has grabbed 
the attention of many investors. 
However, here too falls may be 
imminent as new tax laws could reduce 
company profits in Japan. 

Brokers expect overall Australian 
markets to firm this week, as our markets 
let rises in Tokyo and Wall Street by-pass , 
last week due to conservative Australian 
trading. 

Investors should be pleased that last 
week world markets passed through the 
25 week barrier since October's market 
collapse, thus breaking away from direct 
correlation with the crash and depression 
of 1929 and 1930. 

Next Issue: 

The Student Brokers will assess and 
explain what to do when the investor is 
issued bonus shares' rights and 
entitlements to more shares in a 
company. They will also have their 
succinct overview of world and Australian 
markets in an attempt to make ANU 
students the most informed financial 
students of any campus in Australia, not 
to mention making us all that most sweet 
sounding of words in the realms of the 
market - "liquid". 
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If you think about the ANU Students' 
Association and the things it does, and 
transfer those effects onto a national body 
with 6 to 10 times as many resources, 
then you begin to appreciate the benefits 
to students a national union would bring. 

The ANUSA ensures students' views 
are heard at every level of the University: 
at the Faculty, the Board of the Faculties, 
University Council and at the many 
committees on campus. It also works on 
issues like low cost accommodation, 
childcare, libraries, Austudy and the Green 
Paper. It runs campaigns such as the fees 
boycott, the free education rallies and 
lighting on campus. It organises O-Week 
and Bush Week and publishes Woroni. 
The SA does these things as your student 
union. 


In this context, it goes without 
saying that if all campuses in Australia 
were to boycott the fee or take some other 
joint action, it would be far more 
successful than single campus actions. 

The resources available to a national 
union, through a relatively small 
contribution from every tertiary student in 
Australia, would ensure that the 
campaigns that students are involved with 
are able to be run, co-ordinated and 
directed effectively. The economy of 
scale in providing services, working for 
change and running conferences is an 
obvious benefit of a national union. 
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'Union' in the Collins English 
Dictionary means: an association, 
alliance or confederation of 
individuals or groups for a 
common purpose, especially 
political. Tertiary students are political 
entities - first, because they hold political 
opinions, but more importantly, because 
the status and situation of students and 
the education they receive are political 
issues, affecting society as a whole. 

The ANU Students' Association 
works in the context of the ANU and 
when the need arises it works in 
conjunction with other campus student 
unions. Our situation in Canberra means 
we are often called upon to represent 
students nationally by rallying and 
lobbying at Parliament House. This 
often means there is greater strain on the 
ANUSA. It also means there is only ad 
hoc communication between us and other 
campuses. 


A national union is also much better 
able to represent disadvantaged and 
minority groups such as women, 
Aboriginal students, overseas students and 
small isolated campuses. All these 
groups have different issues affecting 
them as students and as members of the 
community in general. 

These groups can be successful at a 
campus level but Lhey are more often 
marginalized, with few resources and little 
ability to co-ordinate with other 
campuses. The National Union of 
Students in its present form has structures 
to assist all these groups and, slowly but 
surely, it will influence their status and 
attitudes towards them. 
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Yet this exchange of resources, 
information and support is vital for a 
successful student movement. Without it 
there is a duplication of time, energy and 
resources and less effective co-ordination. 
For example, if Curtin University holds a 
successful fees boycott, this information 
should be passed on to all other 
campuses: along with how they achieved 
it and the material they produced. A 
national union of students can facilitate 
such exchange. 
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It is not claimed that a national 
student union could have stopped all of 
these events but certainly the impact of 
most of them would have been reduced, if I 
they weren't abandoned altogether. Also 4 
students on campus would have had a 
much better grasp of the issues involved 
and their effects through the ensuing 
campaigns. 

It is too great a task for this article to 
discuss the history of the creation of the 
new National Union of Students (NUS), 
suffice to say that a national union was 
finally established in December 1987. 

i/ 

However, while realizing that AUS 
existed for over 30 years, it is important 
to canvass why AUS collapsed, not only 
because the Liberals in their classic 
obstructionist way will choose any 
sensationalist action of that body to 
convince you NUS will be the same, but 
also because an understanding of why 
AUS disbanded is essential to ensure it 
won’t happen again. 


Another vital role of a national union 
is that it is the voice of students at the 
governmental level. The present policy 
concerning the higher education sector is 
undergoing massive review. This in itself 
is probably a good thing, but some of the 
proposals in the Green Paper will have a 
drastic effect on what we study and 
especially who can study (namely the 
rich). 

"...it is the voice of 
students at the 
governmental level." 

The importance of a national student 
organisation to represent students cannot 
be underestimated. The ANU Council 
listens to its student members, as the 
Government listened to students when the 
AUS (Australian Union of Students) was 
alive. AUS was instrumental in 
activating students to stop increases in 
the visa charges and to prevent the 
reintroduction of fees. Since AUS 
collapsed in 1984, we have seen the 
introduction of full fee paying courses for 
overseas students, the establishment of a 
private university, the introduction of the 
$250 HEAC, funding for student places 
in higher education being reduced and 
Austudy criteria tightened. 




union which may not appear to be a direct 
benefit, but which does indirectly benefit 
all students. It is an almost spin-off 
effect of student activists being able to 
organise nationally. 

By meeting in a national forum 
students are forced to publicly justify 
their positions and to debate issues 
affecting students. They learn what other 
campuses are doing and how they are 
doing it. In short they become more 
active. Also a national student conference 
is a valuable learning experience in which 
all students have a chance to participate. 

You will become increasingly aware 
of the issues involved in ANU joining 
NUS as we move towards holding a 
referendum to affiliate, so don't dismiss 
the idea, drink seriously about it, students 
at ANU have a lot to gain. 

Kate Lawrence 
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The reasons AUS did disband are i 
many and complex. However a major ] 
cause was the Liberals and especially the [ 
National Civic Council (NCC) (a right 
wing religious based group) setting out 
on a deliberate campaign to obstruct and 
discredit the Union. They actively 
campaigned on campuses against the 
Union. They ignored any good the Union 
did, and concentrated on sensationalizing 
the results of political power games. 
This of course is an admission that the 
Union played political power games. 
However I would argue that just as 
Federal or State parliaments play 
political power games, so does a national 
student body made up of political factions 
operating on parliamentary procedure. 
But to say this is the only thing such a 
body does is to grossly misrepresent the 
AUS. As already stated, the AUS did 
immense good for students in the 30 
years it existed. 

There is another benefit of a national 


Every higher education student will 
pay $2000 a year in fees in 1 909. 

(Sydney Morning Herald, 

2/3/88) 
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N.U.S. Demystifie 

You may remember seeing an article 
in the first issue of Woroni about a new 
National Union of Students. Chances are, 
you thought 'political wank’ and didn’t 
read it ... . 

WELL, READ THIS because it's 
important - all students in Australia 
should have an idea of what NUS is on 
about. 

I don't have much of an idea myself 
but I’ll try and expose the basics. 

- NUS was formed in December last 
year at a meeting of elected student 
delegates from campuses all over 
Australia. There were six ANU students 
at the conference. 

- However, that doesn't mean ANU is 
actually part of the National Union. To 
be part of it our campus would have to 
formally 'affiliate'. 

- For the ANU to affiliate to any 
national organisation, the StutJents' 
Association Constitution requires that a 
referendum be held. 

- A resolution to hold a referendum 
must be passed at a Students' Association 
General Meeting by a two-thirds 
majority. The referendum must then be 
held within six weeks. 

- There used to be a national 
organisation called the Australian Union 
of Students. AUS was around for a long 
time, but disbanded in 1984. 

- Since 1984, there hasn't been any 
way for students to get together at a 
national level. The NUS could provide 
this opportunity. 

Rae Fry. 
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Higher education is concerned with the 
production and reproduction of privileged 
access to the labour market. It is also 
about access to social power and political 
power. It is both subject to structural 
constraints of society, and also somewhat 
autonomous within that structure. It is 
also responsible for the production of 
knowledge and the fostering of critical 
attitudes to that knowledge and society's 
political economic and social 
relationships. 

"... on the verge of engulfing 
the smalll progressive gains oi 
the Whitlam era." 

The fragility or resilience of progressive 
changes within post-secondary 
institutions will be shown within the 
next 6-12 months, with the political 
strength of the Dawkins' Green Paper. 
Since the collapse of the Australian 
Union of Students in 1984, 
post-secondary students have been 
disorganized, weak and skillfully 
marginalised from even the minimal 
notions of tripartism expressed in the 
Accord. It is in this historical situation 
and this part of the public sector that ihe 
New Right has totally captured the 
WhiLlam initiated higher education 
agenda. The Dawkins’ Green Paper is 
symptomatic of the intervention and 
strength of new right ideologies, and 
appears to be on the verge of engulfing 
the small progressive gains of the 
Whitlam era. 
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The Dawkins' Green Paper seems to be , 
centrally involved in tying higher 
education to meeting the needs of 
capitalist production in a tighter fashion 
than ever before. Funds for public sector 
expenditure on higher education, in the 
Labor Government's economic rationalist 
framework, seem to be sufficient to only 
fund so-called priority areas such as 
science, technology, engineering and 
economics. This has profound 
implications for who has access to this 
knowledge and ultimately labour market 
power; what is ever defined as knowledge; 
and the control of one of the elements of 
production. The Green Paper proposes a 
massive expansion in the number of 
•higher education graduates, because of a 
perceived weakness in Australia's science, 
technology, engineering and economics 
graduate output. It also proposes 
management structures that stem from 
narrow economic considerations through 
the adoption of corporate management 
structures. These are critical issues that 
need to be addressed. 
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"... the cost of expansion must 
fall upon individual students 
(Green Paper pp.75,87)." 

The New Right agenda manifests itself 
most clearly in the relationship between 
the massive expansion in graduate 
numbers oudined in the Green Paper and 
the question of the source of these funds. 
The Green Paper suggests three possible 
sources, maintenance of public sector 
funding, funds from the private sector or 
from individual ’students and/or their 
families'. It suggests that in the current 
economic climate, the Government 
cannot fund higher education expansion 
and the cost of expansion must fall upon 
individual students (Green Paper 
pp.75,87). This argument and its 
implications should be totally rejected. 
The Green Paper has a number of 
competing agendas. User pays funding 
opiions for higher education are entirely 
contradictory to the slated goals of 
encouraging the participation of groups 
who have not traditionally been 
represented in higher education such as 
Koori people, women, immigrants and 
rural dwellers ( The Green Paper chapter 
"A Fair Chance for All"). The 
contradictions are also seen in the 
qualified statements about raising the 
level of Austudy. The Green Paper in 
Chapter 4 calls for increase in childcare 
places, whereas a partially privatised 
higher education sector would have no 
interest or need towards the provision of 
childcare on campuses. It is only the 
public sector that can provide these 
essential support measures to make 
higher education public, democratic, free 
and accessible. 




The multiple contradictions cracking the 
credibility of the Green Paper are 
reinforced by recent experience. Since the 
late Fraser years the Overseas Student 
Visa Charge has been climbing 
dramatically, while the subsidized 
overseas student programme appears to be 
in its dying days. Full fee courses are 
now all the rage. In late 1987, the 
Hawke Government gave carte blanche to 
institutions to charge fees for 
postgraduate courses. At Macquarie 
University, fees of $1000 have been 
imposed. 1986 saw die imposition of the 
infamous and deceitful Higher E.aucauu» 
Administration Charge. 


"... only worsen the charges 
of those least able to pay." 

This recent historical experience, and the 
Green Paper's statements on funding 
options, suggest strongly the 
introduction fo massive tuition fees is 
being aedvely considered by Dawkins. 
Pro-fees arguments rest on 'user pays' 
notions that students privately benefit 
from higher education in terms of future 
income and status and should therefore 
pay for it. More sophisticated variants 
pilch tuition fees as a redistributive 
mechanism because higher education 
supposedly benefits the middle-class. 
Graduates may well cam above-average 
weekly earnings and should therefore be 
expected to contribute a greater share of 
public revenue. Tuition fees, whether 
means tested like the current HEAC or 
not. do not redistribute income but only 
worsen the charges of those least able to 
pay. The touching redistributive 
arguments of pro-fees advocates (such as 
Senator Walsh) are but a screen to the 
already regressive effects of the modest 
S263 HEAC. 
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The application of a ’user pays' analysis 
in the Green Paper is entirely 
inappropriate as all 'consumers' do not 
have equal rights or power. Entry into 
higher education is already heavily 
weighted in favour of those with 
considerable financial resources and/or 
social status. To increase the direct 
private costs of higher education through 
the imposition of tuition fees will only 
serve to distort power relations further, as 
it will differentially affect potential 
students according to their ability to pay. 

"... the Federal Government 
does not have the commitment 
to fund places." 


The Dawkins' Green Paper claims that the 
Commonwealth cannot fund the 
expansion of these nationally necessary 
places. Dawkins is really saying that the 
Federal Government does not have the 
commitment to fund the places. 
Professor Peter Karmel, amongst others, 
has clearly demonstrated that, on the 
Government's own projections of growth 
in GDP, the public sector can 
comfortably fund the increase in student 
numbers if it simply maintains its 
expenditure on higher education at the 
current percentage of GDP - a percentage 
which has already markedly decreased in 
recent years. Moreover, the reality of 
Australia's present economic situation is 
that the Government is operating with a 
budgetary surplus. If the provision of 
' increased student numbers is as much in 
the interests of the nation as the 
Government asserts, then perhaps the 
funds for these nationally necessary places 
should, and therefore could, be found from 
the public purse. 

A graduate tax, within the confines of the 
present taxation system, will not enable 
private industry, or the non-higher 
educated wealthy, to equitably contribute 
to the cost of producing the indirect 
benefits which they accrue from higher 
education. A genuinely progressive 
taxation system - one including, for 
example, a wealth tax, the actual 
collection of all corporate taxes, the 
reimposition of death duties, and a 
commitment to direct rather than indirect 
taxation - would ensure that higher 
education's indirect beneficiaries also 
contributed to its cost. The effective tax 
auditing of companies alone might well 
pay for the expansion of higher education. 

Andrew Major i 3 3 
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Take a break from studying and relax by Visionhiring a TV 
or Video. ^ m 

Visionhire offer flexible contracts from three to twelve months 
with a special 10% discount for full-time students when 
you present this advertisement and your student ID card. 

Pay from as little as $4.05* a week for a TV or $6.15* a week 

for a VCR. L 

We offer free delivery and installation, 
plus free servicing. p 

• Visionhire make it easy to keep your IHHr 

off-campus relaxation to a maximum and your expenses to a minimum. 
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Unit 4 /65 Dundas Court 
PHILLIP ACT 2606 




National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15269564 




"We are Namibians and not South 
Africans. We do not now, and will not in 
the future recognise your right to govern 
us; to make laws for us in which we had 
no say; to treat our country as if it were 
your property and us as if you were our 
masters. We have always regarded South 
Africa as an intruder in our country." 


In these words addressed to his South 
African captors, a Namibian liberation 
leader spoke for a people in a state of 
bondage. For more than half a century, 
the Africans of Namibia - outnumbering 
the white Namibians seven to one - have 
been under the domination of South 
Africa and its policies of apartheid and 
white supremacy. Deprived of any role in 
government and barred from exercising 
their basic human rights, 500,000 
Namibians await the day when they will 
be free and equal citizens in their own 
land. 

The German colonization of Namibia, 
initiated in 1890, marked the beginning 
of oppression. In a national war resisting 
the repressive colonialism, the Herero 
people of Namibia fought for months. 
On the " Extermination Order" issued by 
the Germans, thousands were driven into 
the desert and starved to death. The 
survivors were put into concentration 
camps. The hand of oppression changed 
in 1915 during World War I when South 
Africa invaded Namibia on behalf of 
Britain. In the 1919 Treaty of Versailles, 
Namibia was placed under the mandate of 
South Africa by the League of Nations, 
with the duty of preparing the colony for 
self-determination. South Africa's 
mandate over Namibia was terminated by 
the United nations General Assembly in 
1966. In 1971 the International Court of 
Justice ruled that the South African 
presence in Namibia was illegal and called 
for their immediate withdrawal. South 
Africa refused to comply with this ruling 
and continues to occupy Namibia 
illegally. The results of this occupation 
are graphically revealed in the following 
1983 figures; 


Distribution of Wealth: 

Average wage 

Whites; R 5,800 ($2,393) per month 
Blacks: R 330 ($136) per month 

Black peasants; R 1 30 ($54) per month. 

Employment: 

Over 20% unemployment - no 
unemployment benefit 45% of labour 
force is migrant labour away from home 

Agriculture: 

77% of all viable farming land occupied 
by 5,000 white owned farms 
Half the total black population confined 
to 5% of viable farmland in the North 

Health: 

Black infants 40 times more at risk of 
dying from meningitis, gastroenteritis or 
tuberculosis than white 

Education: 

60% black adults illiterate 1 % black 
adults completed secondary education 
Over 5 times more spent on white 
children's education than on black 
children's. 

The Namibian people have continued to 
hope for and work towards independence. 
In 1960, grass-roots resistance resulted in 
the formation of the South West Africa 
People's Organisation (SWAPO) which 
has since grown to become the leading 
force in the struggle for independence. 

Dr Shejavali, General Secretary of the 
Council of Churches in Namibia, has 
stated: 

“South Africa likes to mislead the world 
opinion that i+s 'Defence Forces’ are in 
Namibia to protect Namibians from the 
terrorism of SWAPO. 'Defence 
protection’ is the term ft likes to use. 
The same term now has the opposite 
meaning in the vocabulary of the local 
Namibians, who themselves are the 
victims of this defence. The local 
population in Namibia fear the South 
African Security Forces more than what 
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one can describe in words. The local 
population in Namibia never mention the 
fear of SWAPO guerrillas. In the name 
of God, let this cunning lie now be 
challenged and denounced openly." 

In the same address, Dr Shejavali 
proceeded to call for international support: 

"We also know well that God uses the 
human beings He (sic) created to put right 
that which is wrong. Our Namibian 
nation’s cry is therefore a direct call to all 
people who believe in truth, love, peace, 
justice and democracy. What we ask from 
them is simple and clear: join us in the 
slruggle for the establishment of peace 
and justice in Namibia. We wail and cry, 
not in self-pity or in despair, but in hope 
and hard labour of preparing for a new 
nation with a constitution based on the 
love of God and respect for a human 
person. We cry to God because the road 
to that new Namibia and just society is 
full of pains, trials, detentions and deaths. 
We refuse to be consoled until we finally 
reach there as a nation, black, white and 
brown, of all Namibians." 


DEMOCRACY 

by Craig Lawrence 

(Secretary - Labor Coalition) 

The form of government by which the 
ANU Students' Association is currently 
run is based on a type of constitutional 
democracy. Decisions by the student 
body are made at General Meetings of 
the Students' Association (SA) open to 
all its members. This type of execution 
of policy is called participatory 
democracy. Ideally, for it to be fully 
functional it requires the participation of 
every student on campus in the decision 
making process. 

Over recent years the question has arisen 
as to whether or not student opinion is 
being adequately consulted by this 
system. The following case argues that 
small groups of highly politicized 
students are, under the current system, 
capable of exerting an influence 
disproportionate to their numbers. There 
are several straightforward arguments 
against participatory democracy and the 
manner in which it is practiced on 
campus at the ANU. 

The first one is one of participation. 
What kind of democracy exists where in 
a population of 5000 undergraduates 
meetings of barely 100, or less than 
two percent of the student population, 
make the decisions affecting all 
students? 


Secondly, attendance at these meetings 
is made up of students who, by and 
large, are highly motivated politically, 
where is the voice of ordinary students 
in all this? What chance has the 
ordinary, relatively apolitical student 
got of outlining 3 viewpoint at 
stacked meetings which have been called 
to discuss a controversial matter? 

Thirdly, if participation is the byword 
• of many, as I suppose it is of the 
President of the SA, why not have all 
elected students chosen at a Special 
General Meeting of the SA. Indeed, the 
President should be chosen, under the 
philosophy of participatory democracy, 
by such a meeting. Yet here we have 
the paradox of a Students' Association 
that for many years has been content to 
have representation for its leadership but 
only participation as the sole 
requirement for its decision-making 
process. This is a crass form of 
selective democracy - choosing the 
methodology which is most politically 
suitable. 

These type of suggestions are simply 
not acceptable in the face of lack of 
representation of the student body. 
Obviously the question begs - what is 
the alternative.' The alternative is 
representative democracy - the system 
which has operated most successfully in 
the major democracies around the world 


- a method of consultative democracy 
rather than prescriptive or participatory 
democracy. 

Representative democracy provides of a 
regularised system of periodic elections 
for student representatives, the free 
choice of candidates, the opportunity to 
organise competing political parties, 
universal adult suffrage, decisions by a 
majority vote of all students. This is 
not to say that participatory democracy 
cannot provide these elements too but 
there is no guarantee that it will. At the 
last meeting of the SA what sort of 
elections were held? Although they were 
mostly for committee positions those 
elected were only picked from barely 
two percent of the student population. 

How can this be called 
democracy? 

What we have at the moment is a 
constitution with a formalized set of 
norms and a collection of political 
parties. A constitution based on 
representative democracy prevents the 
collection of power in any group's 
hands. Representative democracy 
provides two useful features that 
participatory democracy cannot achieve. 

Firstly, it sets out a means for the 
representation of a mass electorate - a 
mechanism for the replacement of 
office-holders. Secondly, for those 


On the 4th May, 1978 South African 
commandos attacked Namibians in the 
Kassinga Refugee Camp in Southern 
Angola, killing 600 people, mostly 
women, children and the elderly. The 
dead refugees were buried in mass graves. 
The World Council of Churches has 
called upon its member churches to 
commemorate the tenth anniversary of the 
Kassinga massacre as a World Day of 
Prayer for a free Namibia. To this end 
you are invited to attend a 
commemoration service at the City 
Uniting Church, Norlhboumc Avenue, on 
Wednesday the 4th May between 12.30 
and 1.15pm. This service is open to all 
and is jointly organised by the Australian 
Council of Churches and the Student 
Christian Movement. 

Robyn Alders 

I 

I students interested in politics, and 
I believe me not everyone is, it provides 
i a means of ensuring that some 
i responsibility devolves onto their 
l shoulders, making them acutely aware 
1 of the impact that their decisions will 
J make. Those students who choose not 
to be involved politically are still able 
to have their ay through their 
representative. Meetings of a council of 
student representatives will be forced to 
take into account the beliefs and 
attitudes of the student body, which is- 
not the case at the moment. 

Currently, anyone who turns up at an 
SA meeting is there for himself or 
herself. That is the very nature of 
participatory democracy. In a sense it is 
a crude form of decision-making which 
is barely democratic as it is only those 
people with the time for the issues that 
can attend. Many students may feel just 
as strongly about an issue yet have 
other commitments which are as 
important. 

So rather than accepting the status quo 
and the sometimes irresponsible 
decisions taken at general meetings of 
the SA students should be urged to 
actively consider the possibilities that 
representative democracy offers. The 
alternative is : 

Further years of neglect of student 
opinion, the encouragement of divisive 
issues and the promotion of 
unattainable expectations in the face of 
a system incapable of hearing the 
student voice. 

The choice is yours! 
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ADRENALIN TRIPS * 

date: early january 
1988 

location: arctic 
adrenalin source: 
getting out 

I had finished my business in 
Tuktoyaktuk, a small inuit settlement as 
far North in Canada as possible (further 
North then Northpole, Fairbanks, or 
Anchorage in Alaska). It was lime for 
me to head home to the infamous A.N.U. 
A.N.U. seemed kind of trivial after 
having experienced straight 'hash-joints' 
-with no addictive nicotine added- and as 
many eskimos as are physically possible. 

I had one old car which I had parked 
there over summer, which I had to get rid 
of. With no roads leading to Tuk. it is 
understandable that the demand for cars is 
low to say the least, and on top of that it 
had no more windows, lights or dashboard 
anymore, thanks to the bored inuit 
adolescents. They left me dents and 
scratches instead! Anyways, one young 
man decided he would swap it for a ticket 
out of Tuk., a stolen camera, and a pair of 
jeans. 

With my acquired ticket I boarded the 
plane, a modem six-seater this time, with 
one other passsenger. The compassionate 
pilot offered me the second-pilot's seat as 
the rear heater of the plane was out of 
order. It was only -40°C. outside, but up 
in the air it was a comfortable -25. 
Feeling like a pilot myself, complete 
with appropriate head-phones and my 
wolvcrinc/bcaver lined cskimo coat I felt 
appropriate to the environment, as I 
partook in the landing procedures half an 
hour later in Inuvik. It was noticably 
warmer in Inuvik, -39°C., as I wondered 
out of the airport with newspaper in my 
runners, and wearing my elbow length 
wolf mittens. After a kilometer-long 
hike I reached the Dempster Highway 
-heavy duty gravel travel-, and I had to 
make up my mind about my direction of 
travel. Was I south or north-bound? 
Without having stuck out my thumb yet 
I was picked up by a passing truck. The 
driver convinced me I had to go North, 
into downtown Inuvik, about the size of 
Braidwood, a major cosmopolitan centre. 

1 stayed with Brian during my stay, and 
helped him collect freeze-dried firewood 
with his truck. The cold is excelent for 
you, not too mention the whale-blubber, 
frozen fish, and raw caribou diet I had for 
the last three weeks. As a result of the 
sudden climate changes - remember I was 
in the Carribean before this - I was 
developing nasty sores on my lips 
(worrying to me ), and a sore throat! After 
a few bar nights I had decided to get a lift 
with Bill, the fruito. Bill drives from 
the extreme south to the extreme north of 
Canada on a continuous basis to sell his 
j produce at exhor^ta"'. prices. 


After helping him load up his truck 
with recyclable beer-bottles we finally left 
after a week had passed! We drove down 
the Dempster highway to Fort 
McPherson, an indian settlement, where 
friends of ours (the brother of the guy 
who drowned with his CAT after falling 
through one of the ice-bridges) told us 
that the road was closed. This is not 
unusual, but we had forgotten to check on 
it before leaving Inuvik. We drove over to 
the government road depot, and they 



D 


R (£ N. A ^ 


fi 


n 


called around for us. While we waited for 
the word GO 1 was impressed by one 
CAT that had gotton stuck somewhere, 
and was defrosting in their heated garage. 
After a week it was still one big clump of 
ice! 

We got our permission to leave and 
headed for the Richardson mountains. Not 
once have I had a smooth ride through and 
this time would be no different. It was 
freezing - despite our load, 3 adults, a 
baby and all our winter gear in the cab! - 
Bill almost lost the truck on a windy 
downhill section, but the rest of the way I 
was freaking too. I am not easily freaked 
by other drivers, being a Canberra cabby 
myself, but this whole trip on ice-covered 
roads with major snow-drifts, and fast 
blowing snow , gave me a real rush. 

When we arrived at the Eagle Plains 
hotel our alternator light had come on. 
Bill checked and replaced some vital 
components, and assured himself all was 
well. When we left a few hours later the 
light was still on, and I asked him if he 
checked the brushes. Annoyed he told me 
all was fine, and we left. Half an hour 
later our lights started to dim, we all 
freaked. If the engine stops we are in a 
desparate situation, especially with the 
baby! Bill cursed as he manouvered the _ 
truck around. We barely made it back to 
Eagle Plains, and left the truck in the 
garage while we waited for a new 
alternator from Inuvik. That came two 
nights later. One night I 'slept' in the TV 
lounge, and the second night -I was 
allocated a warm laundry- I figured it 
would be 'fun' to sleep outside in a 
soaring -50°C. (even here that was 
considered extreme). 1 woke up feeling a 
little chilly after about 5 hours, and 
moved into the laundry. 

Eventually another trucky came in 
with the crucial part, and we left again. 
The 'domestics' in the truck continued 
too. Atmosphere was tense, especially 
since Bill half expected to run out of gas 
before the next LPG station at the 
Dempster corner.... We did run out of 
gas, and the truck would not accelerate 
anynmore, a real worry again. Bill said 
the 'comer' should be around any comer 
now, and thank God it was all downhill, 
or we would not have made it! 

Thai was the first 1000 kilometres 
over and done with, and after a meal break 
we drove to Whitehorse on mostly sealed 
surfaces. I slept in the truck that night, 
and was woken up by Bill, late the next 
morning. Me and him got rid of a few 
excess bottles, giving us a little breathing 
space, before reluming to the hotel. 


I was going to go by 
bus from here, but decided to sit in the 
back of the truck instead when I realised I 
had just missed the one bus. 

So I sat in a little dark, locked, 
cubicle in the back of the truck. I was let 
out two or three times a day for food and 
'conveniences'. It was a very shaky ride, 
and I never even noticed that Bill came 
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close to losing it at one stage, and was 
stopped for speeding once too! I was 
sound asleep in the back. There was 
nothing else I could do.... After three 
days and nights of sleep (I must have 
needed it) I finally ran out of dreams, and 
invested in a Duracell flashlight With 
this new implement I got stuck into 
Steven King’s Pet Cemetory (not easy 
when you are bouncing along in the back 
of a truck with a flash-light, but then 
again I am brilliant). 

In Van Der Hoef I finally escaped; 
not to mention the discomfort, I had had 
enough of paying for Bill's meals, would 
have been cheaper for me to fly almost! I 
hitched on to B.C.'s central drug capital, 
one quick ride, where I got dropped at 
2am. Just about to do something radical 
when a stranger asked me where I was off 
to with my pack-pack and furs. I told him 
I was heading for Calgary, and was 
running late! He suggested I jump a 
freight train, saying that he used to 
always do it. A freaked out shopper 
intercepted the conversation and said that 
that was not done anymore these days, 
ever since the cowhanJsoecame urbanised. 
Me, this guy and nis mate walked 
outside, and after a quick briefing and a 
joint in my lungs and a spare one in my 
pocket I headed off to the rail-yard. 

As I walked through the deserted main 
street I crossed an intersection with one 
police car waiting for a green light on one 
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side, and an old car on the adjacent side of 
the crossing. The lights turned green, but 
no-one moved. I sat down next to my 
pack and watched the scene. Slowly the 
police car moved across the intersection, 
and stopped in front of the other vehicle. 
Again nothing happened, but then a puny 
uniformed pig came out pointing a pistol 
at the car, and yelling instructions. As a 
result of this two youths exited the other 
car slowly, and were directed to the 
copper's car. As five more patrol cars 
with flashing lights arrived the guys and 
their 'new?' car were searched. A sawn-off 
shotgun was jubilantly found by a lucky 
officer (another tick on his record). 

I had had enough, strapped on my 
load, and continued for the rail-yard. Once 
there I found about 30 rails, and about 
1000 cars. Which one was going to 
Calgary? 1 asked some people that were 
inspecting the cars, and they gave me 
further instructions. I headed for my next 
clue, an engine cleaning unit, and 
workshop. I found it, as I stood in awe, 
watching a major engineering feat move 
through the cleaner, steam pouring out of 
the entire structure, and a shiny engine 
emerging out the other end. From here I 
was directed to a little office, which was 
where all engineers had to call in before 
departure. One of the men I had asked 
previously showed up, and checked the 
complicated time-tables. He advised me 
that my best bet was the 7:30 train going 
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ADRENALIN TRIPS 
date: early January 
1988 

location: arctic 
adrenalin source: 
getting out 

to Edmonton -from where I would catch 
a bus. Not wanting to finish my book yet 
1 walked to the dreaded bus-station in 
town, which opened at 5 am. Freaked out 
I raced back to the train, Greyhound must 
be the second worst bus-service available 
(read my Egyptian trip next issue!). 

The engineers roiled in, I was given 
coffee and was told to install myself in 
engine 1027, parked 'outside'. Was this a 
common procedure? I made myself 
comfortable, and initiated the toilet after 
familiarising myself with the instrument 
panels. One of the engineers came in and 
showed me the toilet, I played dumb, and 
did not bother to ask how to use the 
secondary engine retarder turbines. 
Instead I figured the three engineers could 
handle it on their own. They competently 
bowled the cars around the tracks, and 
engaged die appropriate cars, all from 
their engine (there were three!). I just 
supervised the gauges and the short-wave 
conversations on the intercoms. I lit up 
my joint, as the train pulled out, and 
passed out. I barely witnessed the 
spectacular scenery as the train wound its 
way up to Jasper, in the Rocky 
Mountains. The train was so long, that 
despite serious efforts I never managed to 
see the end of it, this is a serious train 
(maybe I just couldn't keep my eyes open 
long enough)! 

Half-way to Jasper the train stopped, 
and was disengaged. Just after I evacuated 
my warm spot a new set of engineers 
headed for the main. I asked them if they 
were going to Jasper. Nope, the next train 
to Jasper is in two days time! Bullshit I 
said, this train is going! Yes, the one in 
charge replied, but I cannot give you 
permission to come. My 'but's did not 
convince him, but when 1 asked him if he 
would ignore me while I jumped on he 
shrugged his shoulders. I quickly 
reinstated myself. In Jasper that evening I 
was told the train would continue the next 
morning, so I parted for good. 

After indulging in a real meal at the 
Jasper Hotel - as I did not have to pay for 
Bill this time - I headed off into the dark 
night. It look hours before I realised that 
the glacier road towards Calgary was 
deserted, and I tried the Edmonton 
direction. Soon enough a large truck 
pulled up, and I gpt a lift all the way 
there, interupted by one night of sleep in 
the bush while the trucky slept in his 
truck. From Edmonton I again tried to 
catch a bus, but got so discouraged that I 
hitched on, beating the bus anyway. 

I was retrieved from the bus by the 
couple on whose farm I was going to stay 
for a while. They were shocked with the 
pale grey colour of my face, and the 
parchment touch of my skin. 

Weil, that was a good week's travel 
straight south, and the temperatures were 
still below the -20 mark, which makes 
milking cows so much more exciting. 
Bulls in particular seemed to dislike my 
cold hands. Next week you can read 
about how innocent people, like me, can 
land in jail in Egypt! 

Over and out folks! 

Wally 
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Business Studies? 

Economics with 
Accounting? 



The ACT TAXATION OFFICE 
is recruiting ! 


* Are you about to graduate in - 
• Accounting? 

Law? 


Commerce With Accounting? 


* Do you already have a degree in one of these fields? 

* We might have just the thing for you ! 


* Do you want to work in an organisation - 

- which values your qualifications and develops your skills? 

• which provides an appropriate training program? 

• with Offices all round the country? 

. with an extremely large clientele - every taxpayer in Australia? 

* Do you want to build a better Australia? 

If you answered : yes* to any of these questions, you should talk to us. 


Some of our senior staff will be at the Chancelry Annex for an information 
session at 11.00am on Tuesday, 17 May. Why not come and see us? 

We will have brochures and application forms on hand . These can also be 
obtained from your Careers Advisors . 

If you would like to hear more , come to our information sessions or 
telephone- 

Michael Stanley on 76 3521 
or Marie Dodsworth on 76 3559 

at any time during business hours . 

We are an equal opportunity employer 
and our workplaces are smoke-free. 
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Managing the forests, looking after 
the soil and looking after the marine 
environments are very important. Things 
like chemical pollution also need to be 
looked at - what are we going to do about 
toxic wastes in Australia? 


Jo Vallentine, Western 
Australian Senator for Nuclear 
Disarmament, was first elected to 
the Senate in 1984 under the 
auspices of the Nuclear 
Disarmament Party. After 
resigning from the Party when it 
suffered internal problems later 
that year, she took up her seat in 
1985 as an Independent Senator 
for Nuclear Disarmament. Jo has 
since broadened her platform to 
include environmental and social 
justice issues and was re-elected 
in July 1987, albeit by a narrow 
margin. 

The Senator began her 
political career as a community 
peace activist; she was prompted 
to run for Parliament when, upon 
confronting Bob Hawke about his 
commitment to anti-nuclear 
principles, he replied "Who else 
are you going to vote for?" 

Jo is an ex-teacher and 
mother of two girls. Both she 
and her Canberra Research 
Assistant, Peter Jones, are 
members of the Society of 
Friends (Quakers). 


One of the problems with the 
NDP was its single-issue 
bias... 

Yes, that's right. 

Do you think there's any 
prospect of a nation-wide 
peace and environment 
movement or party 
encompassing all the issues 
that you're concerned with? 
Yes, it's happening. 

The Rainbow Alliance? 

Yes. Ninety people came to a meeting in 
Canberra and I was just at a meeting in 
Melbourne with about 500 people. It's 
been talked about for a long time, ever 
since the NDP debacle ... I think a lot of 
people realised straightaway that a new 
movement had to be more broadly based. 
People who are really concerned about 
nuclear disarmament have made the 
connections with environmental and 
social justice issues and it's time to 


How does it feel to be female 
and Independent in 
Parliament? 

It's certainly good to be Independent - I 
don't think I'd be able to cope in the party 
system because it's too compromising. 
There are disadvantages, like having to be 
aware of everything that's going on - 
that's pretty difficult without a party 
machine. The other frustrating thing is 
that we can't attend to everything. The 
main priority we've chosen is still nuclear 
disarmament, which really means 
Australia’s foreign affairs and defence 
policies - they're the areas that we 
concentrate on as far as the legislation is 
concerned. And then we're also looking 
at evironmental and social justice issues. 

Being an Independent means I don't 
have to get embroiled in party arguments. 

I can stick to what I really believe 
without having to compromise principles 
and that's the most important benefit. 

Being a woman ; .. I feel really good 
about being one of the 17 out of 76 in 
the Senate; only 11% of Australian 
Federal Parliamentarians are women. 
That's growing, but often even if women 
are encouraged, they don't want to put 
themselves forward and now I see very 
clearly why - because it's a very male 
game that women play in here if they're 
in. the parties - to be successful they often 
do exactly the same sorts of things as the 
men. I thought there’d be some sort of 
feminist solidarity across the party ranks 
but I haven't found a great deal of 
evidence of that ... I suppose most of 
them are very conservative, so they’re not 
really interested in feminism as such, and 
they're not really interested in breaking 
down the male hierarchical system, they 
just want to be a part of it. But I still 
think it's important from women to be in 
here because they can bring a different 
perspective; they can understand things 
that relate to half of the population that 
the other half of the population can't 
really relate to or need to be convinced 
about. 

The issues I'm concerned about, peace 
issues, really appeal to women because in 
their hearts they know that disarmament 
is the way we've got to go - the women 
are already there Nemotionally - I think 
that's partly to do with the fact that, 
wheihcr they choose to do it or noL, they 


have this capacity to actually reproduce, 
you know, being very closely in touch 
with the essence of life. 


that clearly indicates that we can stand on to have people who can respond and make 
our own. statements, so immediately you run the 

I see my main work as being outside risk of setting up what people don't want 
the Parliament in the community, talking - a little clique of powerful people: that's 
to groups about Australia's security needs really the dilemma. 

- that's what we're really looking for, 

security. I think we can get it by being ^0 Y9 U h ave a position on 

good neighbours in the region, by not Dawkins' Green Paper and 

threatening anybody else - and we're only the re-introduction of tertiary 
targets for the Soviet Union because of fees? 

the American bases on Australian soil. I think that's absolutely appalling ... the 

We're not actually in bad shape to defend Labor Party should stick to its basic 

ourselves because we’ve got no natural philosophy of making places available for 
enemies. Australian people can't make everybody and in particular helping 
informed decisions about ANZUS because people who are disadvantaged to get there 
they're just kept in the dark about how wc instead of making it increasingly difficult 
got into this dreadful pickle. We've got for people from a lower socio-economic 
to take a different mental approach to our group to have access to a tertiary 
place in the world. education. I would be opposed to the 

reintroduction of tertiary fees. 

What do you think are 
Australia's most important 
environmental concerns? 

I think soil degradation is a really 
important one that doesn't get enough 
attention. Our topsoil just blows away 
because a lot of Australia doesn't have 
enough trees - but then it becomes mixed 
up with the whole forestry question - 
forest management is a really important 
concern. Soil is not such a popular issue 
because trees are beautiful ... you can say, 
yes, the Dai n tree needs preserving and the 
wilderness areas of Tasmania are worth 
preserving and Kakadu's worth preserving 
because there’s something beautiful there 
that wc want to hang on to. But with 
soil, it's harder for people to make the 
connection between the life-blood of the 
country and the importance of nurturing 
the soil. 


Is nuclear disarmament still 
your main concern? 

Yes it is. But of course, that involves 
what Australia's up to in terms of foreign 
affairs as well as its defence policy, so it 
encompasses a whole range of topics that 
come up. 

At this point, we were 
interrupted by a member of staff 
from another Senator's office who 
had found an injured bird on the 
path outside, and had brought it 
to Jo because she was "the first 
person [she] could think of". 
The bird was installed in a box 
with a towel for the remainder of 
the interview and thanks are due 
to the ANU Zoology Department 
for taking it 'under its wing'. 

So what we're really working on now is 
alternative security: until Australians feel 


Your religious beliefs affect 
your politics a lot, don't 
they? 

Yes, certainly. I'm an ex-Catholic ... I'm 
using the Bible to justify what I'm doing 
in terms of Civil Disobedience. (Jo has 
been arrested for Civil Disobedience 
twice, in the US and at Pine Gap, and the 
court case is coming up). Basically I 
think Jesus Christ was strung up on the 
Cross because he was a stirrer - he was 
challenging the status quo, and I think 
that's a pretty healthy thing to do. 

And then the Quaker background. 
Quakers have been going to prison for 
300 years because they have refused to 
take up weapons for any purpose 
whatsoever - the peace testimony is one 
thing that holds people together in 


that we can do without a 'Big Brother' in 
the form of the United Stales alliance, 
then we're going to stay there. 
Sixty-seven percent of Australians think 
we need the Americans to defend us, so 
we're looking at the whole question of 
Australia's defence. Wc can't disentangle 
Australia from the arms race until we’ve 
got a foreign policy and a defence policy 
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Quakerism. The other thing is the 
meeting for worship, which is silent, 
collective ... energy, I suppose. I really 
appreciate that, I really get a lot from the 
sharing of spiritual life with other people. 
You never feel as if you've got all the 
answers though, in Quakerism; you're 
always asking more questions. 

Do you think modern society 
suffers because of its lack of 
spirituality? 

Oh, absolutely; I think it's good to get 
some of that language into a place like 
the Senate where a lot of people think it's 
inappropriate. You can get very 
cosmic-sounding about all of this but I do 
think it is very important. Society has 
become very materialistic and found that 
wanting. Young people in particular are 
thinking, what is it actually all about? 
Our world environmentally is stuffed: we 
continue to pollute our waters and our 
atmosphere by industrialising to a 
ridiculous degree at the expense of people 
in other parts of the world and at the 
expense of ripping the guts out of our 
environment. We've only got one planet, 
we've really got to learn to look after it. 
We've also got to learn to live with other 
people on planet earth with whom we 
disagree philosophically, with whom we 
disagree about economic and political 
systems. I think the approach to the 
international situation has got to be really 
holistic, and basically we've got to slop 
exploiting people for other people to 
make profits, and we’ve got to stop 
exploiting planet earth. 




We’ve got to nurture ourselves so that 
we can be reasonably well balanced 
human beings ... consumerism is so 
rampant, and as a parent I feel very 
strongly about this. It's a very difficult 
time .to be trying to raise children because 
you have to make some sense of life in 
the long term for them that does not 
involve the kinds of things they see on 
television: a lot of it is violent and most 
of it is consumer-oriented; it's all froth 
and bubble. We need to return to the 
spiritual values to pul some meaning into 
our own lives and into our kids' lives. 

So I talk about nurturing of the self 
which is important because if you don't 
feel nurtured yourself you can't be an 
effective human being in relationships 
with other people. We need to nurture 
each other, and not just people in our 
own families but thinking globally about 
a human family. Whatever we do here 
has an effect on people in other places. 
We've really got to think about the 
struggles that the people in South Africa 
are undergoing - those six people being 
hanged, I find it really offensive. 
Americans are going into the Honduras to 
have another crack at the Nicaraguans - 
that's really offensive. People in 
Kampuchea are being punished by the 
international community; there are human 
beings really suffering, and here we sit in 
a very affluent country apparently not 
caring - that really bothers me. We're 
part of the human family, we need to care 
about other people and we need to show 
in the way that we live our lives that we 
care about people in other places. 

Then, as well as nurturing each other 
in the wider sense of the human family. 


we need te- nurture Mother Earth - the 
Earth our Mother - that's a concept that I 
try to explain to my children too. When 
I was talking about ’the Earth our Mother' 
my six-year-old said, "You're my 
mother, what are you talking about?" and 
I said, "But we all come from the earth, 
we rely on the earth and we need to look 
after the earth so much because we get 
our food from the earth, and unless we 
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look after the trees that grow in the earth 
we’re not going to have fresh air”. She 
said, "Are you talking about things like 
, the rocks and the rivers?" and I said, "Yes, • 
yes, all of that. It's all part of our whole 
being, we are connected to the Earth our 
Mother”. Even as a six-year-old she can 
begin to understand that and I think that's 
pretty important. 

So that's the nurturing of ourselves, 
nurturing each other and the nurturing of 
planet earth. Now I see the overlay to all 
of' that as the spiritual dimension. It 
needn't be expressed in God terms at all - 
a lot of people feel very uncomfortable 
with traditional religion and so do I, yet 
I'm not reluctant to talk about one of the 
greatest spiritual teachers that I think has 
ever been on planet earth and that was 
Jesus Christ; and to use his teachings 
because he preached non-violence, and he 
was talking about social justice. He 
understood all those things and the 
connections, and I think we need to get 
back to the messages Jesus Christ was 
talking about - but not only Jesus Christ, 
lots of other teachers have talked about 
the same things. 

I really feel that we do have a 
connection with all people and with all 
living things. Not just people who are 
here now - 1 like to take a long view of 
history and think about all the countless 
generations that have gone before, and 
here we are in the latter part of the 
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Creating good relationships, that's the 
most important thing. I think we’ve got 
a role to play as a peacemaker in the 
region, as a mediator, and we'd be in a 
much stronger position to do that if we 
were not so closely allied with the 
Americans. 


A lot of people would think 
of you as being very 
idealistic, even childishly 
idealistic. 

Of course. I’m happy with that. If they 
call me naive and idealistic I take that as a 
compliment. Somebody's got to have 
some vision about how things can be 
different ... maybe I'm a voice in the 
wilderness but I know there are lots of 
people out there who agree with what I'm 
saying, and who are really quite pleased to 
know that there is somebody in here 
saying those things. 

Non-violence is just the way we’ve 
got to go, that's the challenge put so 
clearly by Marlin Luther King when he 
said, "The choice is clear. It's not 


juile depressed when you're surrounded by 
i lot of people like that and think that 
what people are doing here is just playing 
party politics, which is really 
counter-productive: a lot of energy is 
spent on the wrong things in this place. 
You need to look beyond the confines of 
this Parliament House and of Australian 
society and have a global vision. I read 
about and hear and meet people who are 
doing great things in other places ... it's 
happening ... little groups of people are 
just suddenly realising, we've got to 
change the path and people in their 
personal lives are making choices. 

That's the great thing, we've still got 
choices, in some countries people don't 
have choices ... we have to do a lot of 
arguing, I think, on behalf of the human 
family, from our very privileged position 
in Australia. 

I really enjoy the challenge of going 
into schools in Australia because I think 
that young people can begin to 
understand. They know, if they’re given 
the opportunity to leam what's actually 
going on in the world, that the picture is 
pretty grim. So they really need to be 
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given the hope and the vision as well, 
that's really the challenge. We don’t have 
to accept things as they are, we can do 
things differently: we've got the power 
within us to change the structures. 

We really have to look at the 
international economic situation and say, 
we can’t go on with these third world 
countries being debtors to the extent that 
they're absolutely bankrupt. Part of the 
problem is their militarisation; they're 
spending an enormous percentage of their 
GNPs on weapons. Why are they doing 
that? Because they resent the fact that 
they don’t have what other countries do 
have, or, internally, it's a right-wing 
dictatorship trying to keep the people 
oppressed. We need to look at the causes 
of the conflicts and very often they're 
economic. 


■ between violence and non-violence but 
between non-violence and non-existence." 

Somebody's got to talk about this and 
somebody's got to say, we need to 
strengthen international organisations and 
institutions like the World Court and the 
United Nations. They're there as 
mechanisms for solving international 
disputes. The enormous challenge in 
conflict resolution at the international 
level is to use the UN, or if it's not good 
enough, to improve it. 

The big countries resent like mad that 
all of the emerging nations have got a 
voice, and what they've got to say is that 
they don't want to be dominated by either 
of the two superpowers. That’s where I 
think Australia has a role, to be stronger 
there, to support the smaller nations and 
to say that neither do we want to be part 
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Twentieth centusy. I hope there will be 
countless generations of people in the 
future, but there only will be if we arc 
part of a massive paradigm shift where 
the world's people actually think, we've 
got to take a new direction. We cannot 
go on being rampant consumers, we 
cannot go on with the exploitative model, 
we cannot go on with the militarisation 
in the world. We have to take stock of 
that situation and see where it's actually 
heading and turn along a different path. I 
think that's beginning to happen and I 
find that quite exciting. I look at the 
long view - I have to look at tire long 
view, working in this place. You can get 


What do you think Australia 
can do, practically, now, for 
the developing countries? 

I think we can be much more generous 
with our aid rather than getting meaner 
and meaner as we have been. The 
projected level of aid expenditures as 
identified by the United Nations and as 
agreed to by lots of countries, including 
Australia, is 0.7% and we're now down to 
half of that level. 

Instead of giving defence co-operation 
to the countries of the Asia-Pacific region 
we should be giving more aid, self-help 
aid so that people in those countries can 
decide for themselves what they need to 


of the superpower East-West 
confrontation. We’ve got to take away 
those blinkers of seeing all of the world 
in East-West terms and look at it in terms 
of north and south, that is, the developing 
nations and the developed nations. 

How do we stop the people 
with the money from having 
the power? 

That's a huge problem because there is a 
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small number of companies which really 
dominate the international economic 
community and increasingly now which 
dominate the media - the Bonds and the 
Packers of this world who are business 
people and media moguls as well. That’s 
a very, very dangerous overlap and I think 
that we’ve got to try and resist it. 
Australia has the most monopolised 
media in so-called Western democracy. 
That’s not good for democracy - they can 
influence to their own advantage what 
goes on in the media and keep lining their 
pockets because they have control over 
the dissemination of information. 

It's very, very worrying and the only 
way we can resist it is by people actually 
demanding things to be different. This is 
where sometimes I'd like to shake the 
Australian population; and that’s why I 
think we need to talk about Civil 
Disobedience. We've got to act; maybe 
we've got to be more vocal; more people 
have to be prepared to come out and really 
argue for the things in which they 
believe. Australian apathy is one of the 
! big problems that somebody like me 
faces. 


& 


Because of the two-party system in 
this country and because of the 
monopolisation of the media, people are 
feeling pretty powerless, people are 
feeling disenfranchised. That’s not good. 
But on the other hand, the Tact that so 
many independents are standing is an 
indication that political life is at a crucial 
point - it's a message to the existing 
power structure and we've got to keep on 
sending these messages. People need to 
feel the power of their own actions, 
individually, first of all, but more 
importantly, working togelher in groups. 

What do you think of the 
Bicentenary? 

The Bicentenary is a commemmoralion (I 
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can’t even use the other word that the 
politicians use) of the European invasion 


be considering what has happened to 
Aboriginal people in 200 years of 


of Australia. We should be supporting European settlement, and we should be 


Aboriginal people. I went to Sydney to 
be a part of the day for Aboriginal people 
and it was fantastic, it was just 
mind-blowing, because for the first time I 
think Aboriginal people felt supported by 
non-Aboriginal Australians. We should 


evaluating what kind of a society 
Europeans have built. 

By the time we're actually 
commcmmorating something, the birth 
of 'the nation', in die year 2001, maybe 
we'll have had a proper reconciliation 


with the indigenous people of this 
country - that would be a good start. I’m 
hopeful that the next twenty years will 
see a lot of challenging developments 
taking place. Part of that has got to be 
the spiritual revival - all of this is only 
going to make sense if people have an 
appreciation of things in life which are 
more important than anything which can 
be bought with money. The appreciation 
of nature, the appreciation of each other - 
you can put it in very humanistic terms if 
you want to rather than in religious 
terms. 


What do you think of the 
new 'yuppie' student trend? 

I find it really a bit worrying. I think 
part of the problem now is that students 
don’t feel there are as many choices as 
there were when I was at University. I 
think they really do have to work harder 
to get good grades, and then even if they 
do get the good grades, they're not sure of 
getting jobs. A lot of it is coming from 
die pressure to compete and to get into 
the consumer society as fast as they can. 
That's a great worry, but until young 
people can see that there are alternatives 
to that, that push is going to be there 
They've got to get involved or it's 
just going to go on getting worse and 
worse. The rot sets in. If you're not part 
of the solution, you're part of the 
problem. You can choose. You either be 
part of the problem, continue being 
apathetic and let the odier people play 
their power games, or you can be, if you 
choose, part of the solution by getting in 
there and changing things. 

The Rainbow Alliance 

PO Box 1875 
Canberra City ACT 2601 

Office of Jo Vallentine 

W.A. Senator for Nuclear Disarmament 

PO Box 137 

West Perth WA 6005 
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Thought for the Time Being: 

If we could only teach the 
Left how to speak and the Right 
how to listen, society would be 
quite civilised. (Apologies to Oscar 
Wilde) 

The Bicentenary and things 
like that 

Issue was taken, Dear Reader, with a 
couple of comments of mine in the last 
Woroni. However, issues were meant to 
be discussed, so here goes. In my view, I 
- think that the actions of a proportion of 
the "White Activisits" are doing more 
harm than good to the Aboriginal 
movement. Mr John Pilger, for example, 
has succeeded in putting a large number 
of whites in society on the defensive by 
his attempts to make whites in the 1980s 
feel guilty because of what has happened 
in the past. And yet it is white society 
which must change. Change is 
absolutely essential for a resolution of the 
dilemma of the Aboriginal in the 1980s. 
But surely confrontation, hate, anger and 
mistrust will only perpetuate, and perhaps 
aggravate the alienation of Black and 
White in Australia. 

An alternative would be education of 
white society, to foster understanding, 
sympathy and compassion. After all, 200 
years of confrontation, mistrust, hate. 
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misunderstanding and anger have only 
served to separate the Aboriginal and 
European cultures to an almost 
unreconcilable degree. More of the same 
is but a recipe for disaster. 

The D.S.P. 

What follows is mot an attack on a 
personal basis on the DSP, but rather a 
series of questions posed for general (and 
hopefully rational) debate. As far as I can 
make out from the SA Constitituon, the 
position of DSP is a power (if you like) 
of the president to assist in a variety of 
activities pertaining and organic to the 
running of Woroni. Ripper, but I 
would argue that DSP can be used for 
narrower aims by virtue of it being a 
delegable position, i.e. The President 
could appoint someone, or influence the . 
appointment of a person who could be 
more sympathetic one way than another. 
Now I'm not suggesting this has actually 
happened in the past - but the High Court 
springs forward as one example 

That is my first concern. The second 
is the actual powers of the DSP, whether 
exercised by appointee or not. Quite 
simply it is a veto (presumably with 
consultation we hope) of material deemed 
to be sexist, racist, defamatory etc. Now 
I have no qualms with the president 
exercising the above powers, but I am 
concerned about the constitutional 
validity of a nominee exercising those 
powers; irregardless of the provision in 
the constitution allowing the president to 
nominate. 

My reasoning is thus: If we can 
assume that Editorship and control of 


Woroni is governed by the SA 
Constitution and the SA Publication 
Regulations and assuming that the 
persons who exercise that control are 
officers of the Association; then 
presumably to be officers of the 
Association they must satisfy the 
preconditions of being such officers. As 
far as can be ascertained, to be an officer 
of the Association implies election to 
that position (except in the extraordinary 
circumstances of the Anti Sexist and Anti 
Racist Delegates). But this would seem 
also to raise questions as to the validity 
of appointing a Director of Student 
Publications. 

Follow me if possible. The DSP is 
in the position of publishing (and this 
extends to editing/holding out (censoring) 
Woroni. If the DSP is appointed s/he is 
exercising powers (de facto) of an officer 
of the Association. If so, would it not be 
a valid argument that a Director of 
Student Publications be voted for? For as 
far as I can make out, the appointing of a 
DSP would seem to be in direct conflict 
with those provisions in the constitution 
requiring election of officers 
notwithstanding those provisions 
allowing nomination to occur. In my 
opinion saying that nomination may take 
place because of the latter provision is a 
non sequitur - it does not follow. The 
issue must really be looked at on its 
merits and with all due attention to 
notions of justice and democracy (if they 
still exist on this campus). At a very 
basic level, however, the argument could 
arise that as the original DSP is the 


President of the SA and as Editors of 
Woroni must also be elected, then it is 
logical that any other person fulfilling the 
role of DSP or indeed any other position 
analagous to that of an officer of the 
Association, should be elected. 

Wheels of Fortune 

It was with disgust that this member 
discovered that a Club/Society on campus 
to which I have an affiliation took the 
draconian step of disallowing membership 
to a person on the grounds of indiscipline 
and so forth. Far be it from me to 
suggest that was misguided but 1 do have 
a minor (some would suggest trivial) 
point to make. Since time immemorial, 
the particular Club/Society in question 
has campaigned long and hard against 
'closed' or 'limited access’ clubs/societies - 
maintaining, perfectly validly, that any 
club/society affiliated to the SA must 
have open membership and thus be 
deemed "constitutional". How can this 
club/society now stand behind its policies 
if it is now puting into practice 
exclusionary memberhip; a thing we 
fought hard against in the past? So if 
you see large proportions of a fairly 
recognizable club/society hopping around 
and you wonder why, bear this in mind: 
it's what happens when you shoot 
yourself in the foot. 


John Taylor 
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Chilean human rights 
activist Fr. RAFAEL 
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Rafa el MarcnQ was bom in Santiago, Social Action Secretariat. At the same 
Chile, 10 January, 1913. time, on behalf of the Church, he was the 

. . . . , , President of the Chilean Union's 

His formal educational background Association, forerunner to the peak 


consists of: 

* Tertiary Education: 1931-1936 
School of Law 


combined union body, C.U.T., which he 
helped to establish. 

As a Parish Priest he assisted workers in 


of Chile. 
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Catholic University, University shantytowns to organise co-operatives and 


credit unions. During this period he 
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. He ts a qualified solicitor and participated in the formation of the 

hdds a Bachelor of Theology from the Chilean Federation of Co-operatives and 
Catholic University, Santiago. - - — 


Credit Unions, and held the position of 
secretary and later president. 
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He has held the Ecclesiastic positions of 

Nati T' n eminaly He was Dire «°' o f "* School of 

KV?? TT Unionism ““ Oopera, ives "Padre 

1941) Founder Parish pnes, a, Ihe "U A | bert0 Hcmdo", where he was in charge 
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attended by union leaders from Cuba, El 
In 1953 he was in charge of the Bishop's Salvador, Panama, Venezuela, Colombia, 


Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, Uruguay, 
Argentinia and Chile. 

Later he became National Advisor to the 
Catholic Action Workers' Movement. 

In 1958 reactionary sections of the 
Government and Church were able to 
convince the Catholic authorities to take 
him out of social work in the 
shantytowns whereupon he was 
reassigned to the Headmastership of a 
Catholic high school. Despite this 
political pressure he kept his place as a 
secretary of the Bishop's Social Action 
Secretariat until 1962 when he asked not 
to be re-elected. 

In 1964 the new Archbishop of Chile, 
Cardinal Raul Silva Henriquez, asked him 
to become the Diocese Director of an 
extensive social program consisting of: 
free food distribution to poor people under 
their own self-management regardless of 
their religious affiliation; the creation of 
housing co-operatives; marketing of farm 
products from small producers; and 
health centres administered by workers 
with technical assistance from the church. 

This novel initiative from the Catholic 
Church was the basis of what later would 
be called the "Popular Church" under the 
principles of Liberation theology. 

Subsequently Rafael became the chief 
administrator of the church properties 
through which he helped to organise an 
agrarian reform of church-owned lands. 
After the fundamentals of the agrarian 
reform were completed he asked to be 
reassigned, whereupon he was named 
Episcopal Vicar of Santiago. By 1973 he 
was expressing in very clear terms his 
wish to leave the church hierarchy and 
become an ordinary labourer living in a 
shantytown and carrying out the normal 
duties of a Parish Priest. 

Since the beginning of 1974 he has lived 
as an ordinary working person of Chile, 
having various occupations such as: a 
plumber's assistant; labourer with the 
Metropolitan Transport System; electrical 
worker; shop assistant; construction 
worker, and bookshop attendant. 

During the Salvador Allende Government, 


Women on campus is a collective of 
women who believe that life in a male 
dominated University and in a world of 
unequal power is not always easy. We are 
from different political backgrounds, but 
we meet together for mutual support and 
strength and discussion about prejudice 
which we suffer because of our sex. 
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Institutions of higher learning have 
only admitted women students for a very 
short time. Women are under represented 
on this campus, as on every other, in 
positions of high status and high pay, and 
many male lecturers have made women 
invisible in their curriculum by the use of 
sexist language and male-centric subject 
matter. It is naive to assume that women 
have equal access to opportunity within a 
structure which ignores and discriminates 
against them. We suffer sexual 
harrassment and intimidation when we go 
into male areas on campus, such as the 
bar; our movements around campus after 
dark are rcstictcd because of the fear of 
rape; and we may have the added 
responsabi lilies of looking after a family 
while wc arc trying to study. 


All these problems create the need for 
women to meet together without men 
around; to talk about ways of changing 
our situation.ANU differs from other 
Australian campuses where funds are 
allocated for both a paid Women’s Officer 
and a healthy budget to carry out her 
duties. On this campus we do not have a 
Women's Officer because historically 
women students wanted to allow as much 
participation and input by all women on 
campus as was possible. WOC therefore 
fulfills the role of a Women’s officer as 
well as providing other services. These 
include research on issues affecting women 
sludcnts;conducting campaigns 
accordingly, providing an open forum for 
discussion and action, representing 
women students on University 
Committees and organizing conferences. 




and throughout the years of the Pinochet 
Dictatorship after the coup, Rafael has 
been a particularly prominent and 
powerful advocate for the interests of the 
Chilean poor and working people. 

After the Military Coup in 1973 Rafael 
was a founding member of the first 
organisation in defence of human rights 
in Chile, the Committee for Peace. 
Through this committee he was able to 
assist people to escape arrest by the 
repressive security forces. He was arrested 
for the first time in 1975, held 
"incommunicado" for ten days, and spent 
two months in prison. 

After being freed Rafael continued his 
work for human rights with the 
Committee of Relatives and Detained 
Persons, the first organisation for human 
rights in Chile to actively mobilise 
against the dictatorship. 

He became a foundation member of the 
Committee for Defence of the Rights of 
the People (CODEPU) in 1980, the 
co-ordinating body for various social 
organisations that eventually formed the 
basis for the Popular Democratic 
Movement (MDP), which was created in 
1983. At the end of 1984 he was arrested 
by the Chilean Secret Police and sent to 
internal exile for three months. 

He was a member of the Council of the 
MDP from its inception, and its 
vice-president in 1986. Because of his 
active participation in the MDP and his 
preaching for liberation theology in the 
popular church, he was suspended as a 
priest by the Catholic Archbishop and 
thus prevented from performing his 
sacraments. 

In 1986 he was arrested again and sent to 
prison for two months. Since the MDP 
was phased out in 1987 Rafael has 
continued to support and work with the 
popular democratic organisations 
representing the aspirations of the 
Chilean people* to put an end to the 
Pinochet dictatorship and build a popular 
democracy in Chile. 


Funding for Women on Campus to 
carry out these activities is comparitively 
miniscule at $400/annum. This S400 is 
an on-line item in the student's 
association budget, and is therefore voted 
on at the same time as the overall budget 
is presented at the annual Student's 
Association meeting. This money, the 
only money that is specifically directed 
toward women on this campus, has been 
blocked for the past 4 years. In spile of 
this lack of funding, through sheer 
dedication, perseverance and hard work, 
WOC has accomplished much. Just to 
mention a few- 

Ssfety on campus |t« htmg campatgn 

-Sexual Harrassment workshops. 

-The National Women's students 
Conference held in Canberra in 1987. 
This very successful conference brought 
together women from small, large, city 
and rural based campuses, providing a 
unique forum for women students to 
participate in discussion and workshops 
on topics specifically relevant to women. 

-A series of film nights open to both 
women and men. 

-We have reps on the Sexual 
Harrassment Committee. 

We feel that these projects are an 
important contribution to all students; it 
is therefore crucial that this work, much 
of which is ongoing (eg. Safely on 
campus) is not jeopardized by insufficient 
funding. 


WORONI 251 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15269572 
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The Rudall River National Park is 
situated in the Little Sandy Desert, 
Western Australia. As well as being a 
reserve for many unique species of flora 
and fauna, and some important 
archaelogical sites, this 'National Park' is 
home to several Aboriginal communities 
and outstations. The people lead largely 
traditionally-oriented lives, some having 
come into contact with white people only 
as recently as 30 years ago. 

Yet, oddly, Rudall River does not 
appear to enjoy the privileges one 
normally associates with the title 
’National Park'. For some time the 
mining corporation, C.R.A., has been 
undertaking exploratory work in the 
region. Suprisingly, this does not seem 
to be an illegal activity - a point which 
does not detract from the incredible 
arrogance displayed by C.R.A. officials 
and workers. Unsightly rubbish dumps 
surround their base camp; and when cores 


The essence of capitalism is 
uncompromising economic rationality, it 
is an economic system in which nature is 
simply a provider of various kinds of 
"capital": wilderness to be rationalized for 
agrarian profit; water to be stored for 
agriculture, industry and human 
consumption; mineral resources to be 
mined for manufacturing and energy. 
"The spirt of capitalism", the theologian, 
Reinhold Niebuhr, wrote in 1941: 

"is the spirit of an irreverant 
exploitation of nature, conceived as a 
treasure-house of riches which will 
guarantee everything which might be 
regarded as the good life. [Humans] 
master nature. But the social 
organization of capitalism at least 
theoretically rests upon the naive faith 
that nature masters [humans] and that her 
pre-established harmonies will prevent the 
human enterprise from involving itself in 
any serious catastrophe ...". 


[IJn the Australian experience, 
economic rationality has very often 
involved environmental irrationality. But 
whether because of naive faith in the 
pre-established harmonies of nature, or 
because of complacency about the 
capacity of human science and technology 
to solve any problem which might be the 
inadvertent result of environmental 
exploitation, or simply because of 
blindness to long-term consequences, the 
logic of economic exploitation has not, 
apparently, been greatly discredited. 
Indeed, government has been placed in the 
invidious position of being expected both 
to facilitate economic exploitation and to 
accept responsibility for seeing that 
serious environmental damage is avoided. 


The goal of this page is to inform 
people of issues local, national and global 
regarding our abuse of the planet. The 
destruction of which is proceeding at an 
accelerating rate. 

The life on this planet (forget our 
minor blips in the scheme of things) is at 
stake. Two massive problems face us as 
evolved conscious beings - Nuclear War 
and gradual ecological death of the planet. 
The planet is our succour, nuturing our 
lives. If it dies we do also. 


So after that heavy intro rave we hope 
to sometimes bring you other heavier 
raves about what's happening around us. 
We hope to be not too one sided, but it 
will be difficult. So any contributions 
and feedback from articles will be 
gratefully accepted. This means that the 
very few anti-greenie foro's left out there 
can have their say. 

Signed: Another flea on a dog's back 
(Peace and Environment Group) 


Map courtesy of The Financial Rovlow. 


have been extracted, ugly bore-holes and 
slag piles tell the tale, disrupting 
otherwise striking landscapes. 

But C.R.A.'s most inexcusable blunder 
has been to ignore for months (let alone 
communicate their intentions with) the 
traditional land-owners. The desert 
Aboriginal people have direct ancestral 
and religious bonds with their land, but 


their patterns of living will not sustain Yt / 

the intrusion and destruction involved in 
large scale mining. X ' ’ 

C.R.A.'s exploratory work has revealed U f /A \ Jj 
significant traces of platinum, as well as l LaY 

assays which are said to indicate possibly 
the largest uranium deposit in the world. T )A 

Thus far the popular media has taken a CiV 5 Jx 
less-than sympathetic attitude towards 
Rudall River and its occupants. We were YtdYYr ill VV/ZA 
informed briefly of the ‘minor 1 clashes j 

between C.R.A. and the local Aboriginal S^VV CD) '-3 -Vx 

communities, and were pacified by the 

suggestion that, if mining goes ahead, f £~\f YC" 
only desert ’wasteland’ will be exploited. r O - v A qQ 


Don't be fooled by news of empty 

snAlintinni. iha IiJnmantnl A 


negotiations and the judgmental 
terminology of the press. To find the real 
facts, contact the Environment Centre 
near Kingsley Street and, better still, put 
pen to paper and add voice to your dismay 
by writing to the Department of Mines, 
Western Australia. Thanks. 

Ruth Bergen 


ata 

AS 


Civilisation as we know it 


4 From Gilbert, Alan 1981: The State 
and Nature in Australia: Australian 
Cultural History 1 pp 9-28. 

(Contributed by Rae Fry) 
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A debate of the health implications has 
been raging since the introduction of 
computers into our working life. 

The prime target has been the VDU 
(Video Display Unit). This television- 
like device used to display information to 
the operator has been labelled as the cause 
for many a health problem. 

Several studies have been done over the 
last eight years to discover the health 
risks associated with exposure to the 
VDU and similar displays. 

Two seperate areas for concern were 
investigated and the results are detailed 
below. 
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Conem about the effects of radiation on 
operators was sparked when a study by 
Delgado et al (1983) found that VDU type 
radiation caused massive birth defects in 
chicken embryos. 

Many countries and computer 
corporations commenced their own 
studies on the levels of radiation that was 
produced by VDU's. These studies found 
that the levels of : X-rays, UV 
(Ultraviolet), IR (Infrared Radiation), and 
MW (Micro Wave Radiation) that were 
produced by the cathode ray tube (picture 
tube) were either negligible or 100 times 
lower than the most restrictive health 
standards. 

These studies concluded that the effects of 
the above types of radiation do not pose a 
health hazard (though they have led in 
some cases to a strengthening of 
manufacturers standards). 


operator. 

Newspaper articles have started appearing 
warning users on the effects; 

Canberra Times. 8/1/88: 

Advertiser . 4/1/88: 

All APSA (Australian Public Service 
Association) union members are warned 
not to use VDU's if they intend on 
becoming parents. 

All APSA union members have been 
advised to demand that all VDU surfaces 
are screened with a conductive mesh. 

VDT NEWS . Jan/Feb 1988: 

'... the key conclusion is that VDT-type 
magnetic fields are biologically active.' 
and ' Clearly , it is possible that VDT type 
fields could impair the development of the 
humen fetus.' 


Simple things such as lighting and the 
positioning of the VDU in a room can 
have a great influence on the physical 
comfort of the user. 

Glare on the screen from poor lighting, 
low resolution screens, high 'flicker 1 
rates, and phosphorus burns all affect the 
ease with which the operator can see the 
information. 

In poor conditions the operator can suffer 
from symptoms such as eye strain and 
headaches. 

The health problems that commonly 
occur in VDU operators are: 

* Headache 

* Loss of normal appetite or actual 
nausea 

* Dizziness 

* Respiratory distress due to asthma or 
allergy 



The Cathode ray tube employs high 
voltages and as a result causes the 
production of a static electric field on the 
screen surface, the surrounding air space 
and the operator. This field causes air 
pollutants to be attracted to the face and 
the eyes of the operator, and can trigger 
an immune system response. Research 
on animals indicates that there is a 
'...long-term effect on the mortality of 
laboratory animals and lowers their 
resistance to disease.'^ 

The cathode ray tube, however, is not the 
only source of concern. All VDU's use a 
device called a 'fly back transformer'. 
This device is the source of RF 
(Radiofrequency Fields), ELF (Extremely 
Low Frequency) fields, and VLF (Very 
Low Frequency) fields. 

RF radiation has been judged by most 
studies as having little or no effect on 
operators. However many studies ’... 
indicate a growing evidence that ELF 
fields produce profound biological effects. 
If should be noted that ELF fields from 
VDU's are pulsed and therefore may even 
be more biologically affective.' * VLF 
Fields are by nature very similar and the 
debate is continuing to determine the 
impact of this type of radiation on the 


* Hypersensitivity to cigarette smoke and 
pollutants 

* Heightened stress levels 

* Unusual irritability and moodiness 

* Early onset of fatigue 

* Muscular stiffness or neck/back pain 

* Shortened attention span 

* Abnormal susceptibility to colds or flu 

* Reduced productivity 

* Facial rash 

* Sleep disturbance 


While it is unreasonable to expect the 
abolishment of VDU's in the workforce 
there is a simple, cheap yet effective 
method of dealing with the health hazards 
posed by the VDU's. 

VDU" screens can be shielded using a 
transparent conductive micromesh Filter. 
These Filters are produced by a number of 
companies with varying degrees of 
success. 

For further information Micromesh Filter 
please contact Nathan Bray from 
Stratagem on 58 6619. 

Nathan Bray 

1 Bob DeMatteo 1985, Terminal Shock, 
NC Press Ltd 
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It’s that lime of the year again, when 
the scattered leaves in Union Court and 
the frosty mornings remind us that it's 
going to get a lot colder before the warm 
weather comes around again. So I 
thought that this time, rather than writing 
about a particular species on campus, I’d 
do a general column about the 
leaf-dropping habit. 

Although a few of the gymnosperms 
(the more ancient, naked-seeded group of 
plants, mainly conifers) lose their leaves, 
deciduousness is by-and-large an 
innovation of the angiosperms (flowering 
plants). It is a means*for Lhe plant to 
survive during periods when water is 
limited - water loss occurs mainly 
through pores on the underside of leaves - 
and seems to have evolved in tropical 
areas that experience periodic drought. 
Since then, deciduous trees have spread to 
savannahs and subtropical areas with a 
marked dry season and triumphed in tire 
temperate deciduous forests of the 
Northern hemisphere. 

Deciduous trees then, are best adapted 
to warm summers and relatively cold 
winters (when soil temperatures are below 
freezing and the roots consequently have 
difficulty taking up water). This is why 
they grow so well in Canberra, even 
though most aren’t native to the area. 

The change in colour of leaves before 
they are shed is caused by the extraction 
by the plant of most of the essential 
minerals - a very conservative practice - 
especially of the green 'pigment 
chlorphyll (which is esential for 
photosynthesis). The loss of leaves 
means of course that the plant can't 
photosynthesise/produce its own energy, 
so the metabolic rate is much lower 
during the winter. 


When the ANU campus was planned, 
both exotic and native species were used 
to create areas of distinct character. 
Deciduous species dominate in the 
University Avenuc/Chifley Library/Arts 
area and in the quadrangle between the 
Haydon-Allen and Copland buildings to 
give a formal atmosphere and to allow 
winter sun to penetrate, as these areas of 
the campus are heavily used. On the 
western side of the campus, in contrast, j 
many eucalypts were planted to provide 
some continuity with the Black Mountain 
vegetation. 

This brings up the question of how 
Australian natives and evergreen conifers 
of the Northern forests survive a cold, 

waterless winter. These trees evolved in 
areas with limited water supply all year 
round, and so had to work out some way 
of minimising water loss while still 
being able to photosynthesise. This is 
mainly achieved by the long, narrow 
shape of the leaves. The leaves of 
evergreen trees are periodically shed and 
replaced, but not all at the same time. 

In this "Fragile Earth" edition, I 
should probably end this column on 
exotic trees with a comment about the 
havoc that introduced species have 
wreaked on the Australian landscape. 
Planting a few trees on a built University 
site in a largely 'constructed' city doesn't 
seem much of a big deal but it's part of 
the 'no place like home’ mentality that 
Europeans brought with them to this 
continent; a mentality which, in many 
areas, is the cause of ongoing 
environmental disaster. 

RaeFry 

References: 

Australian National University 
pamphlet, Trees and Shrubs on the ANU 
Campus. 

Raven, Evert & Eichhorn, 1986: 
Biology of Plants, 4th Ed.; Worth, New 
York. 
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all women have the 
right to live in safety day or 


The severity of these most recent 
attacks has generated much debate in our 
community. Canberra is supposed to be 
a safer city than other crime-ridden 
locations. So right now public feelings 
are running high and responses to these 
violent attacks have been varied and often 
contradictory. Comments have ranged 
from Liberal senators' bandaid proposals, 
calling for increased police numbers; the 
police themselves rejecting this, and 
instead urging all women to remain 
locked indoors at night; to calls for a 
curfew on all men, (who after all are the 
perpetrators of such acts); and the 
reassertion that all women have the right 
to live in safety day or night. Not 
forgetting the revised police message that 
women may leave their homes if escorted. 

This public debate, although it has 
included comments from a range of 
’concerned’ spokespeople, has, with the 
exception of Canberra Rape Crisis and 
Office of Status of Women, largely 
ignored the fundamental basis of these 
acts of violence. 

"... it is men who are the 
perpetrators of such violent 
crimes,..." 

Namely that it is men who are the 
perpetrators of such violent crimes, and 
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that women are the innocent victims.^BgS 
I suggest that these basic facts ar? 
ignored as the entire focus of debate has 
centred on what women themselves must 
do in order to be at least temporarily safe 
from attack. 

All sorts of ’experts' came forward! 
with 'reasonable' explanations for such" 
'unreasonable' male behaviour, but 
nowhere do the 'experts' state that it is 
men who must accept responsibility for 
their violence, men who must modify 
their attitudes and therefore modify their 
behaviour to eliminate male violence 
^gainst women. __ 

■> Instead lime and time again, it is 
’women who must accommodate this 
threat to their personal safety, women 
who are advised to modify their attitudes, 
and in turn restrict their behaviour and 
lifestyles, and thus accept upon 
themselves, by default, it seems, the 
community's responsibility to prevent 
male violence against women. 

9 This transference of community 
responsibility to women is totally unjust, 
it does nothing to address the problem of 
male violence, but merely shifts the 


onto women's shi 
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women are atrea 


living under a curfew, a curfew generated 
by fear, and enforced by recurring threats 
to women's safety. A 'curfew' that 
becomes more and more restrictive as fear 
of male violence escalates. 


"How can we continue to 
live in a community where we 
feel that we risk our very 
lives.. 



rotection as the answer to the problem H 
of male violence - this can never be a I 
serious solution as the high rates offl 
domestic violence and incest confirm. 

While the public debate has been airetM 
on the media, a different kind of debate I 
has been raging amongst women ■ 
themselves. There appear to be very few ■ 
women whose lives have not been altered ■ 
by the events of the past weeks, altered I 
irrevocably. Women attending this I 
university, like women elsewhere in the ! 
community are living under curfew. I 
Women are no longer able tol 
attend night classes; use M 
libraries; cross carparks and I 
other unlit areas; travel by bike; I 
or wait at bus stops, without J 
feeling afraid. A fear that! 
restricts our lives and makesv 
activities like study more E 
difficult as it limits access to I 
such basics as libraries and I 
classes and destroys our peace of I 

"... male violence isl 
about control and J 
power,..." — 

Women in Canberra are not taking! 
this situation lightly. Collectively, I 
women marched to Reclaim the Night, to J 
reclaim our right to walk freely and safely I 
day or night, in the streets, in our homesJ 
in our entertainment areas. 

Individually we are talking, thinking! 
and assessing, reorganising our lives! 
considering our own safety and that of 
women around us. We are understanding 
that male violence is about control and 
power, as we feel the parameters of our 
freedom shrinking. We are seeing thatj 
male violence affects us whether we are! 
young or old, whatever our economic,! 
ocial status, background, or sexualityj 
race or religion - none are exempt. <3^ 
The message coming from women is 
that this situation is intolerable, we 
refuse to believe that male violence in an 
inescapable and acceptable part of our 
society. Women are demanding that now 
is lime for all men to take all the 
responsibility for male violence, and end 
this state of seige. 


Contributors name withheld on 
request. 
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Cry Freedom or Apartheid? 


Steve Biko, a major force behind the Black consciousness movement, the 
Black People’s Convention, and the South African Students’ Organisation 
in the 1960s and 1970s, died in South African police custody on 12 September 1973. 


With the Muirhead Commission 
investigating prison deaths, the furore 
over John Pilger likening Australia's 
treatment of its indigenous people to that 
under apartheid, and a growing call from 
Aboriginal Australia for recognition of 
their sovereignty in this country, it is 
perhaps apt that attention should focus on 
a film based on the life and death of one 
of South Africa's most illustrious'figHters 
whose own story includes all these 
elements. 

Richard Attenborough's film Cry 
Freedom uses the story of Bantu S teven 
Biko to deify a former while newspaper 
editor, Donald Woods. Thus does the 
wheel turn a full circle, and a man whose 
life was dedicated to destroying the effects 
of white liberal paternalism on black 
South Africa is sacrificed on the self-same 
altar. 

Biko, the charismatic, articulate black 
leader is reduced to a pale shadow for the 
glorification of a nonentity of the South 
African political stage. 

Woods' puffed-up role is perfectly 
understandable - if one is aware that the 
Fdm Cry Freedom is based on Woods's 
own account of the Biko story, from a 
book he wrote on Biko's ordeal, and from 
Woods's autobiography. 

"Biko's story is a dramatic 


That Woods should over-emphasise 
his own role in his writings is 
understandable, if not justifiable. That 
John Briley should uncritically do the 
same in the screenplay is decidedly less 
so. 

Biko’s story is a dramatic one. As a 
medical student he became imbued with a 
sense of outrage at the liberal white 
students who presumed it to be their 
province to direct and dictate the nature 
and form of the black struggle in South 
Africa. 

This opposition, initially to the 
machinations of the white-controlled 
National Union of South African 
Students, NUSAS, found expression in 
the gathering together of black students 
into the South African Students 
Organisation, SASO, the first of the 
Black Consciousness organisations that 
marked the seventies in South Africa. 

To a black community shackled in 
psychological as well as physical 



Preview 


of « feature film 


on Stevfe Biko, 


Trevor Harris 


oppression they brought a new sense of 
dignity and self-respect. 

From a student movement Black 
Consciousness mushroomed into an 
ideology spanning the entire spectrum of 
black existence. Central to all of this 
was the Black People's Convention, a 
national black forum which had as its 
honorary life president one Steve Biko. 

"He did not survive that 
fateful journey" 

Biko shrugged off all the attempts of 
the South African government to silence 
him. 

It was while he was returning from a 
meeting in Cape Town, some 800km 
from King Williamstown, the area to 
which he was restricted by a ban, that 
Steve Biko was arrested in September 
1977. With him was one of his closest 
friends, Peter "PC" Jones. 

He was taken to the police cells in 
Port Elizabeth for interrogation. Just 
what that entailed may perhaps be gleaned 
from the inquest into his death. 

A doctor came for a second lime to 
check on Biko's health and fitness: the 
’ doctors passed the prisoner as being fit 
enough to be transported to apartheid's 
capital, Pretoria, over a thousand 
kilometres away. 

In chains, lying naked in the back of 
a van he was taken at night. He did not 
survive that fateful journey. 

News of Biko's death sent 
shock-waves around the country, not least 
to many of his closest colleagues who 
were at the time serving prison sentences 
on South Africa’s political prison, 
Robben Island. 

Soon afterward Kruger was shunted 
off to a nominated Senate seal and then 
eased out of the political limelight. He 
died last year, an all but forgotten figure. 
The doctors who treated Biko were 
finally, in the face of unrelenting 
pressure, censured by the South African 
medical association for their unethical 
conduct. 

"... been banned, detained, 
beaten, his home has been 
attacked and his offices 
destroyed." 

But this is not the Biko of 
Attenborough's film. Instead of the 
revolutionary who dominated the political 
stage in his day and who was one of the 
central figures in shaping black and while 
perceptions of what the struggle in South 
Africa was about, we have a colourless 
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figure whose sole importance to ihe film 
is that he provided a launching pad for 
Donald Woods. 

If he had sought to show the effect 
Biko's philosophy had on people, instead 
of simply presenting a biography of the 
man, then there are several of his 
colleagues and comrades from the early 
days who could more faithfully reflect 
those events and effects. 

Peter Jones is still part of the 
political scene. He has been banned, 
detained, beaten, his home has been 
attacked and his offices destroyed. He is 
today in the leadership of the Azanian 
Peoples Organisation, AZAPO, 
torchbearer of the Black Consciousness 
ideology. 

Saths Cooper, who did much to 
develop Black Consciousness, and whose 
brainchild the BPC was, spent six years 
on Robben island for his role in the 
leadership of the movement. He was the 
main figure behind the national Forum, 
the drawing together from all facets of 
life, the leadership of organisations to 
discuss and devise a common strategy and 
direction. He is the immediate past 
president of AZAPO. 

"...refused to have anything 
to do with the film. 
...distortions made it 
impossible to give it their 
blessing' 


There are many others - people who 
would have been more fitting characters 
to reflect the influence of Biko. But they 
refused to have anything to do with the 
film. When Attenborough came to South 
Africa prior to the filming of Cry 
Freedom he met with some of them. But 
his script lauding Woods was already 
complete and his distortions of both 
Biko's and the Black Consciousness 
ideology to suit his film made it 
impossible for them to give it their 
blessing. 

Biko was a great mediator. He was 
adamant, as are both the Pan Africanist 
Congress and AZAPO, that the land 
belonged to the indigenous inhabitants 
and was not the joint possession of 
present rulers and indigenous inhabitants. 

He also held firm views on the nature 
of the of the struggle in South Africa. 
Only the black people in South Africa 
could achieve liberation in that country if 
it was to be of any real value. White 
South Africans would in the final 
analysis put their interests above those of 
the majority. From their position of 
privilege they could not be expected to 


truly understand or reflect the black cause 
and any attempt by them to interpret it 
could only be done from that position. 

"... from the racist belief 
that black people were 
incapable of thinking or acting 
for themselves,..." 

He was particularly vitriolic in his 
condemnation of the liberal and 
paternalistic whites who presented 
themselves as champions of the black 
cause. 

Not only was there the danger of 
them sidetracking the black struggle into 
little more than one of a civil rights 
campaign, but by setting themselves up 
as leaders and controllers of the struggle, 
they stifled authentic black leadership 
from emerging. "White heads on black 
bodies” was the way he described the 
organisations which whiles had taken 
control of. 

He was uncompromising in his 
criticism of the attitude of these whiles; 
that they had the right to direct the black 
struggle, stemmed, he contended, from 
the racist belief that black people were 
incapable of thinking or acting for 
themselves, that they could not of their 
own accord examine and analyse their 
own situation and forumulate means of 
opposing that. 

Black self-reliance was not served by 
following the dictates of such people. 

Even the role of the genuinely 
committed white person should not be 
over-emphasised, Black Consciousness 
contended. There were only a few of 
these and it was the black majority who 
would liberate South Africa, they 
believed. 

If Woods had learned anything from 
his much-vaunted friendship with the 
dynamic Black Consciousness leader, 
which has stood as the central theme in 
his books and this film, then it should 
have been that to puff himself up in such 
fashion docs not serve the cause Biko died 
for, and indeed represents the very danger 
thaL Biko railed against - succumbing to 
white domination of the black sirugle, 
denying black ability and destroying the 
true nature of their struggle. 

* Trevor Harris is a black South 
African journalist, now living in 
Australia, who has been involved with 
the Black C onsciousness Movement 
since 1978. 

For more information on the P.A.C. 
contact Max Nemadzivhanani, 55 Stuart 

Street, Griffith, ACT, Phone 952941(w), 
or 476264(h). 
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SCIENCE FICTION 


It is odd that as Science Fiction 
writers get older, their output often 
becomes increasingly prolific, as well as 
increasingly poor. The decline of-Robert 
Heinlein, and his increased obsession 
with sex as he approached octogenarian 
status is well documented, but it appears 
that his only remaining Golden Age 
companion still writing, Isaac Asimov, 
has sunk to similar depths with his latest. 
Foundation and Earth. 

Asimov’s work, like its immediate 
predecessors ih the Robot series, is 
essentially composed of snappy dialogue 
between the protagonists, these again 
being Golan Trevise and Janov Pelorat, as 
the novel begins as the previous in the 
series. Foundation's Edge, ends. Snappy 
patter is all very well, but in a five 
hundred page book the novelty soon 
wears off. 

As for the plot, it jumps from planet 
to planet, is based on flimsy deductions 
quickly revealed by weakly hidden clues, 
then culminates in the predictable 
reconciliation of the entire Robot and 
Foundation series. As pulp SF the book 
is readable, if only to find out what 
happens, but the book sets ou.t to be a 
hybrid detection novel, in the mould of 
the early Robot novels, and as this it fails 
miserably - the goal is found too easily, 
the secrets divulged too readily. 

These deficiencies are not helped by 
the insertion into the already annoying 
dialogue of countless dissertations on 
nothing in particular (often on obscure 
cosmological points best left to Carl 
Sagan) mainly from the lips fo the 
erstwhile Trevize who waxes lyrical, 
Heiniein-like, on the universality of sex. 
. . Asimov has obviously given up 
writing silly and/or lecherous limericks 
(an anthology of which exists) and has 
transferred all of his silly bits to this fun 
but juvenile piece of pulp. 

Perhaps 65 is a good age for SF 
writers to retire, as with the rest of us. 
Still, it'll sell a few million ... so why 
not? 

An old SF writer who has just 
churned out a beauty and is an exception 
to the above rules is Ray Bradbury. His 
first novel in 23 years, Death is a Lonely 
Business is quite brilliant. 

Aside from Farenheit 451 , Bradbury's 
fame is built on his short stories, which 
in terms of sheer oddness leave eveq 
Roald Dahl's Tales of the Unexpected for 
dead. Anyone impressed either by Dahl's 
work or previous Bradbury anthologies 
such as Long After Midnight or The 
Golden Apples of the Sun will find that 
this is a novel of similar intensity and 
welcome length. 

Death ... is not an SF novel, being 
more of an autobiography, with Bradbury 
as the protagonist. The town of Venice, 
California, always foggy, always dark, 
provides the setting, as the dinosaur 
Tones of the old roller coaster melt into 
the sea. ^ / j 
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The tale wends its way around a 
drowning in a lion's cage, blind men in 
the basement and erratic ex-Hollywood 
personalities drawing Bradbury deep into 
the net of A.L. Shrank ... the 
psychiatrist and semantician with an 
office on the pier. Bradbury plunges a 
naive and confused younger self into this 
scenario, with this character acting as a 
catalyst for the writing of this novel by 
an analogue of today's Bradbury, the 
town cop. 

Death succeeds as a novel in all of 
the ways that Asimov's attempt fails. An 
excellent mystery and thoroughly 
convoluted and complex plot are the bases 
of the books’ excellence. Bradbury's 
ability to create atmosphere, aided here by 
some eeriness dragged straight from the 
fifties, is the vital ingredient of the book, 
and that which is largely responsible for 
its brilliance. Death is a Lonely 
Business marks a welcome return for a 
writer who has published far too little of 
late, its only (major!) fault being that it 
is very difficult to find . . . but as 
American and Continental paperback 
editions are around six months old it 
should be here in numbers soon. 

Simon Sharwood 


FOUNDATION AND EARTH. Isaac 
Asimov. Grafton Books, $9.95 

DEATH IS A LONELY BUSINESS. 
Ray Bradbury. Bantam, SUS2.95 
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FRANK MOORHOUSE 

ROOM SERVICE. Penguin, 

1987. 

A woman I know has a kitchen 
which is this damp hole of discomfor 
and inconvenience. Frank 
Moorhouse apparently knows this 
same woman because there is an 
accurate and funny description oflhe 
kitchen in his short story, 
Convalescence, in his new 
collection, Room Service. One of my 
tests for really successful comedy it 
that it passes if it makes me laugh ou 
loud on public transport. This 
collection easily passes this test anc 
in fact the cotton bud episode in the 
above story made me laugh until 
cried - fortunately by this time I was ii 
the privacy of my sunny garden wit! 
only my cat to stare disconcertedly ai 
me, her pointed ears pushed 
backwards in perplexed concern. 

This is a very funny book, and 
useful too. If you are having a 
nervous collapse it contains valuable 
advice on how to cope. Moorhouse 
suggests "rented cars, country music 
and backroads." The car must be 
rented because it disconnects you 
from your life, your own car being ar 
ever-present reminder of your life 
with its bobby pins, its "registration 
due next month, that friction coming 
from the transmission, unanswered 

letters on the back seat ... The 
country-and-western music is 
important to the therapy because ii 
will help you cry a .lot. It will give yoi 
a vastly distorted sense of reality 
which also helps." And to help focus 
the aimless country driving, he 
suggests that you throw a shotgun ir 
the back, camp at night and shoot a 
rabbit or quail to cook on the camp 
fire, thus getting to pretend you are 
Karen Blixen. 

Apart froim this and Moorhouse’s 
alternative useful suggestions on 
how to cope while having a nervous 
collapse, this collection also contain: 
the reason for my and perhaps your 
mechanical ineptitude (in tne two 
pages titled Mechanical Aptitude), 
some hilarious accounts of how the 
author - a seasoned traveller - gets 
thrown into anguish and confusion 
by waiters and hotel staff in New 
York, nearly chokes to death on a 
fishbone while celebrating in 
Balmain, visits a Swiss Finishing 
School for unfinished people and 
samples a drug being developed bj 
Rocne which, 

purifies water, neutralises harmful 
bacteria in food, lowers traveller 
paranoia, suppresses anxiety, 
releases energy, clarifies the mind, 
inhibits flight dysrhythmia, stops 
diarrhoea, prevents foOtache in art 
galleries, and gives the traveller a 
stable sense of euphoria and 
confidence, exuding at the same 
time an aura which repels bores and 
malaria-carrying mosquitoes and 
attracts interesting influential 

English-speaking nationals in 
bars. 

These vignettes and many others 
full of wit, wisdom and belly laughs 
are available in the Penguin 
paperback of Room Service for only 
$8.95. Even if you don't like laughinc 
on the bus, you should buy this bool 
as a handy reference in case you 01 
your friends suffer a nervous 
collapse. 


Penelope Hanley 
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Eyes like saucers, 

Pupils like pinpricks 

Reaching into the depths of his soul, 

The torment, the desperation, the agony of life. 
His brain is a garbage dump 
But among the rotting, the dead, the dying 
Is a perfect crystal of blinding beauty. 

Stay away from it, 
he says- 

Look at me, the refuse of a society I didn’t 
fit into 

Because I’m not a wooden peg. 

I don’t understand what 'it' is, at first... 

Is it naivete or failure to notice and respond 
That my way of escaping is not really 
as different as his ? 

Maybe a little less drastic - but my view is 
as distorted by subjectivity as his. 

I feel like grabbing his arm, 

making him look at me , 
screaming at him 
Look what they've done to you. 

They’re doing it to me too, slowly but surely. 
Let's get together and beat them. 

I suddenly realise that I can't verbalise who 
" they " are ... is that important ? 

I think he understands 

but they've disillusioned him... • 
so he's given up. 

Madalene 


I on my fingers wear jewelled 
Rings 

And with piety I praise the will that 
Brings 

Such fortune to my caressed hands. 

I can sit in refined desk 
Luxury 

With an expensive pen designed not 
to bury 

My mind with mundane things. 

Yet the man below my window 
Has he a more calloused mind 
In his calloused hands? 

Has he less drive or grace or charm 
That would present him a rich? 
Should I save myself 
Wash my hands: 

Lick the sweat from my greasy lip 
While digging 
My own grave? 

B. Kerr 


They’ll try, you know, 
to disillusion us, 

to destroy the spirit of the "other”, 
to make themselves look so self-sacrificing. 

We can unite 
In spirit 
In body 

And change them, their world, 
their ideas. 

There are powers whose existence they don’t 
even acknowledge - 
Let alone understand. 

Anything is possible if you don't let them 
break you, 

And if you let them know, 
however subtly, 

That their "world" is not the one you want. 
Madalene. 




DIDACTIC 

Atheism is infectious - it is a virus. 

What ’ the fool hath said in his heart ' 

Echoes, is tossed, to other hearts, 

As the quivering racquet transmits the soft ball: 
Parry and volley, you young ones ! - 
Let puberty explode 

Into a wet wide sea that Neptune supervises 
With a salty beard and a chariot of salt. 

Let his half-astringent message 
Watch over each rootless keel, 

Watch over the white islands, the grooved shores, 
The unspeakable caves, the Greek groves: 

Let Odysseus hold a tree in his forehead, 

Nestling in the white loam of his brain. 

Robert McArthur 


WORONI 31 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15269578 






TIL 


ALBUM REVIEW 

Talking Heads 
Naked 

David Byrne has always 
exhibited a fascination for rhythiti. 
In Talking Heads new album, Naked, 
he invites a few friends into the 
studio to help explore the themes of 
rhythm a little further. Actually, a 
few friends is an understatement as 
32 guest musicians appear on this 
album to add to the usual lineup of 
Byrne, Weymouth, Frantz and 
Harrison. Forget the complexity of 
the musical arrangements, how did 
they all remember each others 
names? 


sw 





I-Vl- .y* • • 

Jerry Harrison 

Side one of Naked is a world tour 
of rhythm. On Blind Byrne bends his 
voice to sound like that of James 
Brown. The music matches. The 
brass section constantly chip in to 
the up-tempo beat with controlled 
snatches and blasts to produce a 
funk song, Talking Heads style. 

On the next track, Mr. Jones, 
the brass section take over 
completely. I was amazed to read 
that this song, like all the others, is 
credited to Talking Heads and not Kid 
Creole and the Coconuts. If you know 
Kid Creole and the Coconuts then you 
know this song.. If, like me, you 
prefer Talking Heads to Kid Creole 
and the Coconuts you will hate this 
song. 






Tina Weymouth 

African rhythms have always 
been a major inspiration fo r Talking 
Heads. In Totally Nude their 
influence once again becomes 
obvious though tempered with a 
West Indian feel. It is in Ruby Dear 
that the African beat becomes 
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Side two is much closer to the 
Talking Heads we know and love. The 
army of guest musicians are 
reminded that it isn't their party 
and have to be content with playing 
supporting roles. This works much 
better. The Democratic Circus and 
The Facts of Life expel the glitter 
and razzamatazz of side one and 
leave a dour, more staightforward 
skeleton. The beat is slower but the 
songs are still interesting and 
pruning back the wall of sound 
makes them much more listenable. 

The next two tracks are typical 
Talking Heads. Mommy, Daddy, You 
and I (on which James Fearnley, 
who recently toured Australia with 
London Irish Band, Pogue Mahone 
(The Pogues) plays harmonica) 
demonstrates changes of pace, 



Chris Frantz ■ 

implicit. Moussa Cissokao and Chris 
Frantz combine to produce such a 
solid base to this song that the other 
musicians, providing the frills, can' 
not fail to produce a classic. 

The final song on side one, the 
radio track, (Nothing But) Flowers, 
could have been taken from Paul 
Simon’s album, Craceland. The same 
combination of intricate, metallic 
guitars and gentle beat^provide the 
backdrop for the album’s catchiest 
and wittiest song, 

"If this is paradise 
I wish I had a lawnmower". \ 


fascination with motion and almost 
unintelligible lyrics, 

"Keep that little man a shining 
See how the tail can wag the dog"? 
Big Daddy is no more intelligible but 
once again it shows Talking Heads at 
their best. The combination of voice, 
guitar, harmonica and brass (firmly 
in the background) works well. 

Of course no 1988 album is 
complete without Johnny Marr. 
Marr appears on several of the 
tracks but is hidden until the last, 
Cool Water, in which he and Phil 
Bodner on cor anglais are the only 
two guest musicians. With Byrne's 
controlled, threatening voice they 
combine brilliantly to evoke an 
almost hysterical atmosphere which 
is contained and never allowed to 
explode. 



mmSmr 
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Johnny. Marr 


But what is it all about? Byrne is 
not a believer in making it easy for 
his audience to understand his 
message, if indeed there ever is 
one. His deliberately obtuse lyrics 
are not always open to 
interpretation. He admits to writing 
randomly on occasion. After a few 
hours of studying the lyrics it 
occurred to me that the best clue to 
their meaning was the album cover 
itself. A framed monkey holding a 
flower looks you back in the face 
and the word Naked is engraved to 
it’s right. The monkey is a naked 
human, stripped not of clothes but of 
society. 



MU 
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David Byrne 

and then his meaning becomes 
apparent. In The Democratic Circus 
he says of politicians, 

"Stealing all our dreams 
Dreams for sale 
They sell ’em back to you" 
and in The Facts of Life he becomes 
almost Freudian, 

"Love is a machine without a 
driver" 

Byrne allows little to be obvoius 
however. In (Nothing But) Flowers 
he paints a picture of America after 
an ecological revolution, seeming to 
be cynical about it, 

"This used to be real estate 
Now- it’s only fields and trees" 
and finishes, 

"Don’t leave me stranded here 
I can’t get used to this lifestyle" 
leaving one wondering whether his 
cynicism is ironic or, in fact, real. 

Cool Water is probably the most 
impressive track lyrically as well 
as musically, dealing with love, life, 
war and death. Not bad in four 
minutes! 




with humanity's position sandwiched 
between pimaeval urges and 
society’s restrictions which often 
seem so bizarre. David Byrne is 
American and deals with American 
society which makes much of his 
writing somewhat inaccessible. Now 


With Naked Byrne has taken his 
four piece band which has had the 
same lineup for the last eleven 
years and done what he inevitably 
had to do - introduce new blood and 
experiment. Much of the experiment 
was unsuccessful, Steve Lillywhite 
possibly being responsible for some 
of the overproduction but Byrne 
should at least be given credit and 
allowed to stay at the top of the 
American pop music tree for doing 
what most American bands seem 
incapable of - varying their formula. 
Even null results are useful in the 
long run though this album has only a 
few of those. But then what does it 
matter? As Byrne says, 

"Someday we’ll live on Venus 
And men will walk on Mars 
But we will still be monkeys 
Deep down inside". 


Talking Heads photographs from The 
Name of this Band is Talking Heads 
and Talking Heads : 77. Marr photo 
from The World Won't Listen. 
Additional graphics by Arthur Henry. 
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CONCERT REVIEWS 

James Morrison Quintet 
Southern Cross Club 
31 st March 

James Morrison has built up a 
reputation over the last few years 
as one of Australia's' finest jazz 
trumpeters and, after seeing him 
with his quintet, you can understand 
why. Not only does he play this 
instrument extremely well, whilst 
making it look simple, he also plays 
trombone, flugelhorn, and piano as 
well as a range of other instruments 
he left behind. His quintet was also 
of extremely high quality. Andrew 
Speight played alto sax and some 
soprano sax, Glen Heinrich played 
vibes, soprano sax and E flat 
clarinet as well as some piano, 
Craig Scott was on bass and his 
brother John Morrison on drums. 

Individually, all played very 
well and as a quintet they were 
excellent. The evening began with 
Love (or Sale which opened with a 
superb Morrison trumpet solo 
followed by Andrew Speight on alto 
sax. This piece lasted for about 15 
minutes and set the tone for the 
evening. Other pieces played 
included Blue Moon, St.James 
Infirmary Blues and Caravan which 
contained a drum solo which spread 
the length and breadth of the 
auditorium. They played about two 
and a half hours of what was surely 
some of the best live jazz to be seen 
in Australia. Don’t miss him next 
time he comes. 
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Lazar Berman 

Canberra School of Music 

13 th April 

Lazar Berman is critically 
acclaimed as the finest pianist alive 
next to Vladimir Horowitz. His 
concert showed this. His program 
for the night included Liszt, 
Shostakovich and an extremely 


Spy vs Spy 
Royals Rugby Club 
April 7 th 

Being fans of the Spies since 
their first major album, Harry's 
Reasons was released in 1985, and 
not having had the opportunity to 
see them play live, we were hanging 
to see their gig at Royals last 
Thursday. They lived up to their 
reputation as a great live band, with 
each song being played with a great 
deal of passion and energy. 

Unfortunately the night was 
partially spoiled by the audience 
who were absolutely legless and 
missed the meaning of every song 
the Spies played. 

Leaving aside the, "boonish", 
element of the crowd, the Spies 
satisfied old and new fans with a 
mix of songs from their new album, 
Xenophobia (Why?), earlier albums, 
AO MOD and Harry's Reasons as 
well as their first mini- album, 
Meet Us Inside. 

But really the highlight of the 
night was seeing two boons trying to 
punch each other's lights out. 
Hopefully, their (rumoured) 
forthcoming gig at the A.N.U. 
Refectory will be a little bit less 
violent and more people will act in 
the spirit of the title of their latest 
album. 

JJ & GL 


vivid Pictures From an Exhibition by 
Mussorgsky. This was followed by 
four encores which was followed by 
one of the few standing ovations I 
have seen. 

The major features which came 
across were great strength and 
sensitivity of the pieces performed. 
He was able to bring the most out of 


the pieces and, as someone was 
heard to say, "that was just how he 
(Mussorgsky) must have wanted it 
played". Without doubt though, the 
finest classical piano seen in 
Canberra and, with any luck, some 
good political manoevres may see 
him return at some stage. 

SD 
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National Library of Australia 


MOTION ON NOTICE TO HOLD A REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTION OF f* 


THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION 
BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF STUDENTS 




AUSTRALIA 


THERE WILL BE A GENERAL MEETING OF THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION ON THURSDAY 5th OF MAY AT 
6.30pm IN THE HAYDON-ALLEN TANK LECTURE THEATRE, TO DISCUSS 


THE MOTION THAT: 


Wb, 


"The Australian National University Students' Association 
resolves to hold a referendum on the following question: 

Qk * 

That t.he Australian National University Students ’ *1 

Association becomes a member of the National • 

Union of Students [Australia) ?" 

Moved: K. Andrews 

Seconded :K. Lawrence 
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DISHER CUP 
1988 

Saturday 23 April 
9.30 am 

The Disher Cup has been raced for the 
last twenty years by the first eights of the 
Australian National University and Royal 
Military College, Duntroon. 1988 sees 
the admission to the competition of the 
Australian Defence Force Academy. 

The Disher Cup, or AIF Trophy, was 
presented by Sir Clive Disher, stroke of 
the victorious AIF Nol crew at the 1919 
Henley Peace Regatta. It commemorates 
that achievement. The actual trophy won 
by the AIF Nol crew, the Kings Cup, is 
now presented to the winning state eight 
at the National Regatta. 
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^^TlCKETS 

available everj Friday 13.-2 f Union Court 

(for more, info contact- fl.N.U. t(ou>irxj Qub) 

Following the admission of ADFA, 
the traditional course has been altered to 
accommodate a third crew. This year's 
event will run from the southern end of 
Anzac Avenue, near the Carrillion, to a 
point near the ACT Water Police, a 
distance of 3500m. Last year's course 
record time of 14m 40s, recorded by 
ANU, will now stand in perpetuity! 

Prior to the main event, challenge 
races for women's fours and men’s pairs 
will be held. These events continue the 
Anzac Day Regatta established by ANU 
and ADFA prior to the admission of 
ADFA to the Disher Cup. 

9 ANU is the host club for the 1988 

r J \ | Cup, and the new Vice-Chancellor, 

‘ Professor L.R. Nichol, will conduct the 
presentation ceremony. Also present will 
be the Commandant of ADFA, the 
Deputy Commandant of the Royal 
Military College and other senior officials 
of the three institutions. Senator 
Margaret Reid has been invited, but has 
not yet confirmed her intention to attend. 


8.15am: Champagne Breakfast at the 
University Boathouse, Garran Road, 
ANU. 

8.45am: Launches for race officials, 
press' and guests leave from boathouse. 

8.55am: Women's Fours and Pairs 
report to starter. 

9.00am: Women's Fours started. 

This race is over a shortened course, 
Hospital Point to Finish. 

9.05am: Men's Pairs started. Also 
over shortened course. 

9.20am: Disher Cup crews report to 
starter. All following boats must be 
behind the start line by this time. 

9.30am: Disher Cup starts. 

10.00am: Presentation ceremony on 
the shore at finish line. 


All crews and supporters are welcome 
to attend the Disher Cup bar night at the 
ANU that evening. Proceeds will go to 
support the ANU Intervarsity effort. 


Disher Cup VIII 
Bow JP Peters 

2 NJ Butler 

3 GT Hawksley 

4 JX Pearce 

5 CL Liu 

6 NZ Cameron 

7 JDR Pirie 

Str. M Hag beck (Capt) 
Cox Miss A Buder 
Coach B Lynch Esq. 

Women's Challenge IV 
Bow KM Turnball 

2 FM Woodhill 

3 -A McMaster 
Str. J Bailey 
Coach PE Griffiths 

Men’s Challenge Pair 
Bow RJ Greenland 
Str. PE Griffiths 
Coach C Wojtas Esq. 


ATHLETICS 
INTERVARSITY '88 

One of the sporting and social 
highlights of the university year is the IV 
athletics. This year's competition is 
being held at Hensley Field in Sydney: 
UNSW hosting, during the second week 
of the mid-semester break: May 16-19. It 
is a three day meet with a rest day. The 
convenient location should facilitate a 
good representation from ANU. 

Accommodation can be organised if 
required. ANU sent a small but 
enthusiastic team last year. Some athletes 
expected to do well in this comp, are: 
Dean Blundell, 2nd ACT U-20 400m; 
John Tuckey, 3rd ACT 10,000m; and 
Martin Lyons who last year finished a 
close second to Sydney Uni's World IV 
representative Jamie Harrison. Lyons, 
probably the fittest person at ANU, will 
be looking to gain victory at this year's 
championship. 

All ranges of athletes, and 
non-athletes, are encouraged to join the 
IV team - whether it be for throwing 
projectiles, running a few sprints or just 
to enjoy the social activities. 

The ACT Cross-Country Club began 
its winter season with the 3.3km Haig 
Park Classic on Saturday April 2. The 
club organizes competition on most 
Saturday afternoons until September. A 
variety of distances are set, ranging from 
the Nike Marathon down to 3km. ANU 
is keen to challenge the larger clubs in 
this year's competition. A combination 
of talent and depth of numbers is needed 
for the club to be a serious threat. The 
standard was set at Haig Park with ANU 
athlete Martin Lyons taking out the 
event. 

Anyone interested in participating in 
either the IV carnival or during the winter 
season should contact: Martin Lyons 
(winter captain) 823336, Matthew 
Webber (club mentor) 887530, or turn up 
at club training sessions: Tues. 5.30pni, 
Willows Oval (i.e next to Sports Centre) 
or Sun. 8am Dceks Drive, Stromlo 
Forest. 

Kris Kennedy 
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ADELAIDE REVIEW-STA , 

travel _ 

Non-Fiction Award 1988 * 

unripr 15 Fomas could be ->jC\ 

For writers under jo. ” * 

ss^ 5 S’ 

ritics are encouraged to > «PP * ^ yalue of 
The prize is an air u . "While 

^-«2i c i-‘ inBina 

SSsS^w”* 

“can* may 

f “ w*-*- is M 
nS *»« b. *£» 

your name, addre^ a | ^ a stamped 
, be typed in doublesp _ be included 

• self-addressed en pe Address entr ies 

if their return is expected. 

l0 ‘ The Non-Fiction Prize 
The Adelaide Review 
26 Bank Street 

ADELAIDE SA 5000 ■ 
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2XX RADIO 

arts auction 

Wednesday 27 April 6pm 
[ AN U Arts Centre 

s ’^£z&sz m 

ys^s^r 

autographed posters; sculptures 
Pamtmgs & photography 5 ’ 
Exhibition opens 4pm 
Auctioneer Cascade de Twitches 
W,U be S ,n taking bids at 6pm. 

Admission $5 

Champagne supper provided. 

Keen r S,c re inf ° comac < Colette 
en > Susanna Taylor or Grey 

Robertson at 2XX 1 

Ph. 494512 or 474082 
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Science helps build a new India 

Oxen working the fields . . . the eternal river Ganges . . . jeweled elephants on parade. 
Today these symbols of ancient India exist side by side with a new sight — modern in- 
dustry. India has developed bold new plans to build its economy and bring the promise 
of a bright future to its more than 400,000,000 people. ► But India needs the technical 
knowledge of the western world. For example, working with Indian engineers and 
technicians, Union Carbide recently made available its vast scientific resources to help 
build a major chemicals and plastics plant near Bombay. ► Throughout the free world, 
Union Carbide has been actively engaged in building plants for the manufacture of 
chemicals, plastics, carbons, gases, and metals. The people of Union Carbide welcome 
the opportunity to use their knowledge and skills in partnership with the citizens 
of so many great countries. 


A HAND IN THINGS TO COME * 

WRITE for booklet R-5 “ The Exciting Universe of Union Carbide,'’ which tells how research in the 
fields of carbons, chemicals, gases, metals, plastics and nuclear energy keeps bringing new wonders into your life. 

Union Carbide Corporation, 270 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
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